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Y ®*tsln wants Gorbadiev to quit 

MOSCOW (AP) — Boris N. Yehsin made a nationally televised appeal 
Tuesday for the resignation of Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, accusing 
him of sacrificing reforms in a drive for personal power and dictatorship. The 
attUL, the sharpest by the president of the Russian Republic in nyinrin. 
seem^l certain to exacerbate the personal enmity between the two m ^ n and 
to rekindle the Soviet political crisis. “I warned in 1987 that Gorbachev has in 
Iris character a tendency to absolute personal power." said Mr. Yeltsin. “He 
has done all that and has led die country to a dictatorship, giving h a pretty 
name; presidential rule." Mr. Yeltsin said that his biggest mSokc since 
becoming president of the Russian Federation parliament in May 1990 was 
placing too mneb trust in Mi. Gorbachev's promises of economic and political 
reform. T he hear t of Mr. Yeltsin's argument was that power should be 
from the central government, led by Mr. Gorbachev, to the 15 Soviet 
republics. Mr. Yeltsin is president of the parliament of the Russian 
Federation, which indudes more than half of the Soviet population and most 
of its natural resources. 
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Iran appeals to allies for time 

TEHRAN (R) — Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani appealed 
to U.S.-led allies Tuesday to delay a ground offensive so Iraq could be 
persuaded to quit Kuwait through diplomatic efforts. The appeal, relayed 
through Turkish President Tnrgut Ozal, was reported just after U.S. 
President George Bush appeared to dismiss an 11th hour Soviet peace plan as 
inadequate — nuking a ground war increasingly likely. “With regards us 
hopes that have appeared for ending the war, all-out efforts should be made 
to materialise Iraq’s proposal for pullout of its forces from Kuwait,” the 
Iranian news agency IRNA quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as telling Mr. Ozal by 
telephone. “He also expressed hope that the Turkish president would do all 
within his power to encourage the U.S.-led forces to show seif-restraint 
regarding their intended ground offensive so that Baghdad could be 
persuaded to take practical steps," it said. 
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Moscow rejects Bush reaction to peace plan 

Soviets state firm stand 
against allied ground assault 
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Combined agency dispatches 

SOVIET FOREIGN Minister 
Alexander Bessmertnykh Tuesday 
dismissed U.S. president George 
Bosh's approach to a Kremlin plan 
to end the Gulf war. 

“That plan was addressed to the 
Iraqi leadership, so he rejected 
the plan which did not belong to 
him, " Mr. Bessmertnykh told re- 
porters. 

. Mr. Bush said Tuesday the plan 
“fens well short of what would be 
required.” He said he had talked 
to Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev about the proposal “and 
I’ve been frank with him.” 

British Prime Minister John Major 
also said Tuesday that be saw nothing 
in the peace plan that warranted a 
ceasefire or pause in the Gulf war. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said be did not 
consider Mr! Bush’s reaction to the 
plan to be rejection. The foreign 
minister made the remarks to repor- 
ters after speaking to the Supreme 
Soviet legislature about the Gorbachev 
peace offer. He refused to disclose the 
points of the plan. 

The proposal was presented to Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein through his 
foreign minister, Tareq Aziz, Mr. 
Bessmertnykh said. Mr. Aziz was ex- 
pected to return to Moscow with Iraq’s 
response a) soon as Wednesday, Mr. 
Bessmertnykh added. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said an allied 
ground offensive would “tremendous- 
ly conqjfiaSrf’ the Soviet-led. peace 
procea, if jfc occurred before the 
Kremlin neccoVed ■ re sp onse from 

Bagdad. 

A U.$. nqfitaiy official in Wasjnng- 
ton said tfaat a ground attack could 
begin at any time. 

In has speed) to lawmakers, Mr. 
Bessmertnykh said die situation was 
“too dehcaie" to reveal the contents of 
the plan to them. 

Mr. Gorbachev gave the secret 
peace plan to Mr. Aziz Monday during 
a 314 hour Kremlin meeting. 

Offering an initial chilly reaction to 
the Soviet proposal while he posed for 
photographs at die start of a meeting 
rich congressional leaden," Mr. Bush 
said be was “not going to give” in talks 
on Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait. 

The president said he had told Gor- 
bachev of his views, adding; “Very 
candidly... and I’ve been frank with 
him on thk. while expressing apprecia- 
tion for ins sending it (tbe Soviet peace 
proposal) to us, it falls well short of 
what would be required.” 

“I would leave it right there for 
now," Mr. Brash said, declining to 


answer questions from reporters. 1 

He glanced down at notes as be 
spoke, suggesting be had anticipated 
this question and had a reply covbed 
in the language be wanted. 

Emerging from the meeting with 
Mr. Bush, House of Representatives 
Speaker Thomas Foley, a Washington 
Democrat, said Mr. Bush (fid not 
elaborate on the specific nature of his 
objections daring his discussions with 
congressional leaders. 

Mr. Foley said Mr. Bush merely 
indicated that “there were some 
aspects that fell short." 

But representative John Murtha, a 
Pennsylvania Democrat, said he 
thought Mr. Bush was cool to the 
Soviet proposal because be (fid not 
want allied forces to lose momentum 
in their war effort. 

“I don’t drink he’s dismissing it, I 
drink he’s being very cautious," said 
Mr. Murtha, who just returned from a 
visit to U.S. forces in Sandi Arabia. 
“He doesn’t want negotiations to stall 
it (the war)." 

“It would be in my nrind disastrous 
right now if we were to pause and let 
Saddam Hodein rehabilitate himself.". 

Mr. Foley said the president did not 
give any timetable for the long-awaited 
allied invasion. 

White House officials ii«wt*H there 
would be no change in the strategy of 
the allied war effort. 

“The war goes on," presidential 
spokesman Mailin Fitzwaier told re- 
porters after saying Mr. Birisfa bad 
studied the text of Gorbachev’s prop- 
osal. 

The Soviet proposal put Mr. Burt) in 
a deficste position by forcing him to 
ovoid an appea r anc e of rushing into a 
battle when a diplomatic option was 
available. 

But he also had to balance military 
and strategic concerns. Some military 
experts have voiced wony that any 
unncecessaiy delay could cause the 
coalition troops, which have been 
streaming north to w ar ds the Samfi- 
Ruwaiti border in recent days, to lose 
their combat edge. 

Last Friday Mr. Bosh rejected an 
Iraqi ceasefire proposal on grounds it 
contained unacceptable conditions. 

That opened the way for Mr. Gor- 
bachev's initiative. 

“President Gorbachev asked that I 
keep tbe details of it confidential and 
I'm going to do that,” Mr. Bush said in 
his first personal public comment on 
the proposal. “I wDJ respect that re- 
quest in tbe interest of thoroughly 
exploring the initiative." 

Mr. Bosh insisted there would be no 
negotiations on the demand, endorsed 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel 

reports 

missile 

attack 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A single 
missile fired from western Iraq 
struck in Israel Tuesday, but 
apparently caused no casualties, 
the army said. 

Chief army spokesman Nach- 
man Shai gave no details on where 
the missile hit. "So far we have no 
reports of injuries or damage," he 
said. 

Reporters in Tel Aviv said they 
heard sounds indicating at least 
two U.S.-supplied Patriot air- 
defence missiles were fired. They 
also heard a third explosion they 
could not immediately identify 1 . 

Brigadier General Shai would 
not comment on whether patriots 
were fired under standing army 
policy. 

Warning sirens sounded 
throughout Israel at 7.55 p.m. 
(1755 GMT), indicating a possible 
Iraqi missile attack. Israelis are 
ordered to don gas masks and 
enter sealed rooms during the 
alerts because of Iraqi threats to 
use chemical weapons. 

Most regions of the country 
were quickly freed from the alert, 
indicating there was no sign of a 
chemical warhead. The last area 
freed was central Israel and parts 
of the occupied West Bank. 

It was the 36th Scud missile 
fired at Israel since the start of the 
Gnlf war on Jan. 17. 

All of the attacks have involved 
conventional warheads. 

Two people have been killed 
and 230 wounded in the previous 
attacks. An additional 11 deaths 
were blamed on heart attacks or 
misuse of gas masks. More than 

10,000 apartments have been 
damaged or destroyed. 

The last attack, invoking two 
Scuds, was Saturday. Both landed 
without causing damage or casual- 
ties. 


Velayati: Iraq will quit Kuwait, 
but allies should also leave Gulf 

Iran wants regional security system 
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Combined agency dispatches 

J VjRAN'S FOREIGN Minister Ali 
.7" Akbar Velayati said Tuesday he 
^ • was convinced Iraq is ready to 

^ eave Kuwait unconditionally, but 
-- 1 that it is necessary for U.S.-led 

■ " ‘ ‘ * foreign forces to leave the Gulf 

* - I*:-- region. 

■ - - -77: • Mr. Velayati also said a regional 

; 3 securiT y arrangement proposed by 
^Tehran would cover the Gulf 
. rigli^untries, but not Israel. 
i»'3* e -g Mr. Velayati also said he was 
V™ ^Id by his Iraqi counterpart. 
Tareq Aziz, that other issues 
^ raised by Baghdad were not meant 
preconditions for leaving 
■ ' (• ‘Kuwait. 

— Last week, Iraq said it was 

- -?eady to withdraw its troops from 
- but at tbe same time said 

,*;• ae Palestinian question and other 
■ SQes need to be resolved. 

He said he based his belief of 
, readiness to withdraw un- 

. 5nditionaI!y on his talks with Mr. 

. -u'-TT.-.-ziz in Tehran Sunday and the 
■' //meeting Mr. Aziz had in Tehran 

" .7 Tuesday with Iranian President 

\ 7 rffi Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 
-'1. /Soviet peace plan. 

",.j Velayati said he had no 

'• 7V- ^.r. : ;7tails on the plan presented to 
.. . .7 J. Aziz in Moscow by Soviet 

* tf! Resident Mikhail Gorbachev, but 
vr'U/.S. President George Bush said 

* * l ^?*sday it “falls well short” of 

* '* ”,'••• ' V ;^S. requirements for ending the 
r-"- . ■>! *■ ,ilf war. 

An adviser to Mr. Gorbachev 
Tuesday that Mr. Aziz told 

■ Vv’jis? "■? Soviet leader that Baghdad 

:•-! to pull out of Kuwait. 

‘ ^Andrei Gratchev underscored in 

-j '-’ f interview with the Europe-1 
; * \ network that Iraq’s leadership 
* 'V V ^uld accept the unconditional 



AH Akbar Velayati 

withdrawal of its troops." 

Mr. Gratchev said that Mr. Aziz 
"confirmed the important change 
of principle in the Iraqi position, 
namely that Iraq would accept the 
unconditional retreat of its troops 
from Kuwait, and thus the can- 
cellation of the results of its opera- 
tions of Aug. 2." 

Mr. Velayati said chat in talks 
last week, Mr. Aziz told him 
"other elements and issues” are 
“not conditions for withdrawal” 
but are matters that “should be 
addr.ssed." 

Mr. Aziz also said Iraq is "ready 
to abide bv” U.N. resolution 660, 

which call* for Iraq’s uncondition- 
al withdrawal from Iraq, said Mr. 
Velayati. 

"I can tell you that now they are 

ready to withdraw from Kuwait 
unconditionally, on the basis of 

Resolution 660. That’s my under- 
standing.” he said. 

But Mr. Velayati also said the 
United States and its allies must 
show the same willingness to 

negotiate a political solution as Iraq 


of face “the beginning of more 
tension in our region." 

Mr. Velayati met with reporters 
on the second day of his official 
visit to Germany for talks on the 
Gulf war and bilateral relations. 

"Clearly, any political solution 
has two ’ fundamental require- 
ments; Complete and uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait, and the withdrawal of 
foreign forces from the region." 
the minister said. 

Mr. Aziz met in Moscow with 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Monday and reportedly 
received a plan to end the war. 

"It is important and necessary 
that the other side also manifest 
the commitment to a political 
solution rather than a military one 
which would indeed be the begin- 
ning of more tension in our re- 
gion." Mr. Velayati said in refer- 
ence to the U.S.-led coalition 
fighting Iraq. 

Mr. Velayati also mentioned an 
Iranian initiative for security 
arrangements in the Gulf once the 
war is over. 

He said U.N. peacekeeping 
forces could be used in the region 
to prevent a flareup of tensions. 

Mr. Velayati further said that 

Israel would not be .included in 
such a security arrangement, 
which he said would cover Iran. 

Iraq and the six nations of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council. 

He said Iran wants to be deeply 
involved in security measures in 
the Gulf. 

Mr. Velayati also said that 

according to Iranian estimates. 
“Tens of thousands" of Iraqis 
have been “killed and injured" by 
U.S. bombing raids. 



‘SOUVENIR’ : Jordanians arriving from Iraq across tbe 
border display a missile part they picked up on their way from 
Baghdad to the border (photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


Soviet plan said to 
contain six points 

Combined agency despatches 

THE SOVIET UNION'S proposed peace plan to avert a ground 
war in the Gulf calls for Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait in return for 
certain international undertakings and the deployment of a U.N. 
peacekeeping force between Iraq and Kuwait, reports said Tues- 
day. 

According to Radio Monte Carlo, following are the six points of 
the peace proposal as submitted by the Soviet leadership to Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz; 

— An Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait in implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions; 

— Cancellation of all sanctions imposed on Iraq and providing 
guarantees by the world community to refrain from boycotting Iraq 
foDowing its withdrawal from Kuwait; 

— Withdrawal of allied forces and liquidation of foreign bases in 
the region; 

— Guarantees for Iraq's essential role in formulating a regional 
security system; 

— Commencement of a process aimed at resolving the region’s 
other issues which foremost include the withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from occupied Arab lands through a U.N. -sponsored international 
conference; and 

— International contribution towards the reconstruction of Iraq's 
civilian installation and solutions for Iraqi debt problems. 

Italian Rai television said that Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s proposal, whose details have not been made public, called 
for Iraq to announce its unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait. 

A ceasefire would follow to allow both the Iraqi pullout and the 
deployment of U.N. peacekeeping forces on the frontier between 
Kuwait and Iraq. The area would remain under U.N. supervision 
after the war’s end, the television report said the plan envisaged. 

With the U.N. force in place, the multinational coalition would 
also remove its forces from the region. 

The end of hostilities would be followed by the removal of the 
U.N.’s economic sanctions on Iraq and talks would begin among 
Middle Eastern states towards the settlement of regional issues, tbe 
broadcast said. 

On Monday, the German newspaper Bild said the Soviet plan 
contained several similar proposals, but made no mention of a U.N. 
peace-keeping role. Instead, it said the plan called for the Soviet 
Union to support maintaining Iraq’s state structure and borders. 

A Soviet spokesman later told British television that the Bild 
report “more or less" reflected the plan. 


Aziz returns home after telling 
Iranians of serious peace move 


Combined agency dispatches 

FOREIGN MINISTER Tareq 
Aziz returned home by road from 
Iran Tuesday, carrying a Soviet 
proposal which Moscow hoped 
would fend off all-out ground war 
in the Gulf. 

The U.S.-led allied war against 
Iraq showed no sign of pausing 
while the diplomacy unfolded. 
Warplanes repeatedly bombed 
Baghdad late Monday and early 
Tuesday in the heaviest onslaught 
on the capital in several days. 

Mr. Aziz flew from the Iranian 
capita] Tehran, to the western 
province of Bakhtaran, in an Ira- 
nian jetliner. From there, he 
travelled overland to Baghdad, 
275 kilometres away, sources said. 

But as President Saddam Hus- 
sein awaited Mr. Aziz’s arrival to 
discuss the proposal with his aides 
and give his final response. Presi- 
dent George Bush announced in 
Washington that the Soviet plan 
"falls well short of what would be 
required” to end the war. 

“As far as I'm concerned, there 
arc no negotiations, no conces- 
sions,” Mr. Bush said. 

Details of tbe plan have not 
been disclosed. But the U.S. 
stance dampened hopes that it 
would lead to peace. 

There were strong indications 
that Baghdad would respond posi- 
tively to the intitiative. In Mos- 
cow, officials said Soviet President 
M ikhail Gorbachev was hopeful 
that Presdient Saddam would 
accept tbe plan, winch the Soviet 
leader handed to Mr. Aziz during 
a Kremlin meeting Monday. - 

Iranian President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, who met with Mr. Aziz before the 
latter’s departure for Baghdad, “ex- 


‘Soviet military 
team In Iraq’ 

The Palestinian news agency 
WAFA said in a report from 
Baghdad, sent to Renter, that a 
Soviet military delegation ar- 
rived in tbe Iraqi capital Tues- 
day night. 

■ It quoted the bead of the 
delegation, whom it did not 
name, as saying the group 
would meet Iraqi commanders. 

It gave no farther details. 

pressed optimisim towards the initial 
gestures" from Baghdad, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported. 

The I ranian leader added dtat be 
hoped the war “wQl be halted very 
soon." Along with the Soviets, Iran 
has played a key role in trying to 
persuade Iraq to quit KnwaiL 
Mr. Rafsanjani later telephoned 
Turkish President Turgut Ozlal, IRNA 
said, and told him that “hopes have 
appeared for ending die war.” But, be 
added, “efforts should be made to 
realise Iraq's proposal for the pullout 
of its forces from Kuwait." 

Mr. Aziz, speaking after the meet- 
ing with Mr. Rafsanjani, said the offer 
Iraq made Friday to withdraw from 
Kuwait was “a serious measure," re- 
ported IRNA. 

Tbe United States and its key allies 
have rejected the initial Iraqi offer that 
finked a withdrawal from Kuwait to a 
pullout of the allied forces from the 
Gulf and Israel from the occupied 
territories. 

“Acceptance of Security Co unci Re- 
solution 660 and the start of negotia- 
tions for withdrawal from Kuwait has 
been a serious measure and we con- 
tinue to insist upon it,” IRNA quoted 
Mr. Aziz as saying. 

Tbe resolution, the first of 12 
adopted by the Security Council after 


Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, 
called for an unconditional withdrawal 
from the emirate and for negotiations 
between tbe governments of Iraq and 
Kuwait to resolve financial and territo- 
rial disputes. 

There was no official word on how 
or when Iraq would make known its 
response to the Soviet plan. 

Government sources, however, pri- 
vately told reporters to expect a meet- 
ing of the ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Counci], which President Sad- 
dam chairs, Tuesday nigfaL 

Soviet officials said they expected 
Mr. Aziz back in Moscow in a day or 
two. 

The government newspaper AJ 
Jumhouriya said Tuesday: “Iraq will 
continue holding the olive peace bran- 
ches in one hand and tbe rifle in the 
other." 

Baghdad said last Friday for the first 
time that it would consider U.N. de- 
mands that it withdraw from Kuwait. 
But it linked the offer to conditions 
rejected by Washington and its allies. 

The Soviet plan — put to Mr. Aziz 
by President Milchail Gorbachev Mon- 
day — was reported to contain assur- 
ances that the allies would not punish 
President Saddam or dismember Iraq 
if he unconditionally withdraws troops 
from Kuwait. 

In an unusual comment, one news- 
paper said that President Saddam's 
downfall was one of the allies’ key 
objectives. 

“The real purpose of the colonialist 
campaign led by tbe United States is 
not the so-called liberation of 
Kuwait." A I Iraq newspaper said. 

'The hostile objective aims at two 
things — the destruction of Iraq and 
tbe elimination of its leader Sadrinm 
Hussein.” 

Hinting Iraq would use chemical 
weapons, the Defence Minstry news- 
paper A 1 Qadisiyab warned the allies 
and Israel of “horrible surprises" if 
they did not stop killing Iraqi civilians. 

(Continued on page 5) 


20,000 killed and 60,000 
said wounded in 26 days 


Combined agency dispatches 

ALLIED BOMBERS pounded 
Baghdad relentlessly hours Tues- 
day and an Iraqi minister was 
quoted as saying if more than 

20.000 Iraqis were killed and 

60.000 wounded in first 26 days of 
the war. 

With the 34-day-old Gulf war 
poised between peace and a huge 
land battle, the Iraqi capital was 
blasted by some of the heaviest 
raids of the conflict. 

Between 8 pan. (1700 GMT) 
Monday and dawn Tuesday, more 
than 30 explosions rocked the Al 
Rashid hotel in a modem district of 
the city built since President Sad- 
dam Hussein came to power in 
1979. 

Foreign journalists in tire hotel 
were forced to retreat to the base- 
ment shelter and bombing was so 
intense that some of them said 
they breathed smoke from the 
blasts. 

The state-ran Tehran daily 
Jomhnri Islami said Iraq’s deputy 
prime minister, Simrimm Hamma. 

di, reported the casualty figures to 
Iran’s first deputy foreign minis- 
ter, Ali Mohammad Besbarati, 
during talks last weeks, according 
to IRNA. 

It did not break down the 
casualties between soldiers and 
civilians. 

The newspaper also said it was 
told by Mr. Besharati that Dr. 
Hammadi estimated allied air 


raids had inflicted $200 billion in 
damage on Iraq since the war 
began Jan. 17. 

Previous official Iraqi casualty 
reports have been sketchy, dearly 
adding up to many hundreds but 
not compiled in any comprehen- 
sive fashion. Only a bandul of 
military casualties have been re- 
ported in Iraq, and allied com- 
manders have declined to give 
estimates. 

The Iranian report gave no in- 
dication of the statistical basis for 
Dr. Hammadi ’s figures. 

The costliest single incident, in 
terms of civilian casualties, was 
tbe U.S. air strike on Baghdad on 
Feb. 13, demoiishmg a facility 
which Iraq said was a civilian air 
raid shelter and which the Amer- 
icans rfnimivi was a military bunk- 
er. Iraqi authorities said at least 
314 people, mostly women and 
children, have been killed. 

Tehran Radio announed thar a 
memorial service for the victims of 
that raid woold be held Wednes- 
day at a mosque in tbe Iranian 
capital. 

According to the Jomhnri Isla- 
tnii article, Mr. Hammadi told 
Besharati that foe United States 
went to war “not to liberate 
KnwaiL.. but for the sake of oil, 
with the intention of anhilaring 
Iraq." 

Dr. Hammadi visited Tehran 
last week, bringing an 11-page 
response from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hnssein to a still- 


tmdisclosed Iranian peace initia- 
tive. 

Huge explosions and flames lit 
up tbe Baghdad sky within one 
kilometre of the Al Rashid Mon- 
day night. One raid lasted five 
horns and tbe walls of the 15- 
storey hotel heaved to the blasts. 

The first light of dawn showed a 
vast area near the Al Rashid 
covered with rubble and twisted 
metal. 

German television correspon- 
dent Christoph Maria Froehder 
said he saw several Cruise missile 
swooshing by the hotel and ex- 
ploding in the area. 

Iraq’s 54th military communi- 
que of the war issued Tuesday said 
allied planes had raided civilian 
targets 65 times in tbe previous 24 
hours in an attempt to weaken 
Chilian morale. 

Among the sites struck were 
houses in residential areas, vil- 
lages. bridges, a candle factory 
and a flour mill, it reported. 

Some 180 other raids were 
aimed at military targets in tbe 
“southern operations sector” — 

Iraq’s reference to Kuwait and 
southern Iraq. 

“The criminal Americans, 
Zionists and their allies have con- 
tinued their barbaric raids, which 
are designed to cause harm to, the 
Iraq citizen, influence his morale 
and undermine the lofty structure 
built by the revolution but their 
designs have failed," tire com- 
mnmqne said. 


Israel eases curfew for schools, but demolishes homes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) 
— Tbe Israeli army allowed young 
children to return to school in 
parts of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip Tuesday for the 
fine time in the Gulf war. But 
curfews still kept Palestinians in 
their homes in widespread areas. 

In the Gaza Strip, soldiers de- 
molished two homes to punish 
Palestinians suspected of anti- 

Israeli activities. Arab reporters 

said three houses of Palestinians 
were sealed shut in flic West Bank 
city of Nablus. 

A general strike shut down 
Bethlehem and the nearipr villages 
of Beit Sahour and Beit Jala as 
Pal estinian s mourned die shooting 
death of a 14-year-old boy Mon- 


day night, reportedly by a Jewish 
settler. 

In most large towns in the West 
Bank, the army allowed children 
in kindergarten through fourth 
grade to go back to classes, and it 

lifted curfews in tbe towns from 
6.a.m. to 5 p.m. (0100-1500 

GMT). 

It was tbe longest opening in the 
occupied territories since the army 
ordered the entire 1.7 million 

population of the West Bank and 
Gaza to stay in their houses on 
Jan. 17 to prevent de mon stra ti ons 
in support of Iraq. 

However, the school reopening 
policy was extended only to farm 
villages in the Gaza Strip, and 

Palestinians in many refugee 


camps and small towns in the West 
Bank also remained under curfew. 

The occupied territories still 
were designated as closed military 
areas, meaning residents are 
allowed ont only with special per- 
mits and reporters are prohibited 
from entering. About 11.000 of 
the 110,000 Palestinians who 
worked in Israel before the war 

have been given pe rmi t s to go 
back to their jobs. 

An army spokeswoman could 
not say Tuesday where curfews in 
the West Bank were lifted and 
where they remained in force. 

Reporters said schools were 
reope n ed and curfews eased in 
Nablus, Jenin, Tulkarem, Hebron 

and QalqOya. They said the car- 


few was stSl on in Ramallah. near 
Jerusalem, and in many villages 
and refugees camps. 

It «nnM not be determined bow 
many students were allowed back 
in class in tbe West Bank. Repor- 
ters said the school reopenings 

affected only about 5,000 students 
in rural areas of Gaza. 

The occupied territories' more 
than 500,000 students, from kin- 
dergarten through high school, 
have been ont of school since tbe 
blanket curfew was clamped on 
the Palestinian population just 
horns after the Gulf war started. 

While the army maintains the 
curfew is a “ security ” measure, 
many Palestinians and human 


rights groups say it is being used to 
put an end to the 38-month upris- 
ing- 

In the Bethlehem area, Tues- 
day's strike was called to mourn tbe 
draff) of Salama Mnslan of Beit 
Sahour, who died of a bullet 

wound to die head Monday night. 
The army said tie was apparently 
killed by a Jewish settler. 

The five houses demolished or 

sealed were in Nablus and in the 
Gaza town ofRafah. A total of 44 
people lived in the houses, repor- 
ters said. 

Tbe army has demoHshed more 
titan 380 Palestinian homes and 

sealed more than 240 in the three- 
year uprising. . .. 
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Soviet military condemns Bush, criticises NATO 


MOSCOW (R) — One of the 
Soviet Union's top military fi- 
gures said Tuesday U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush's decision to 
go to war against Iraq showed he 
was devoted to old-style use of 
force to solve world problems. 

At the same time, the Defence 
Ministry newspaper Krasnaya 
Zvezda said the West's NATO 
allianre had seized on the Gulf 
conflict to build up its forces in 
the region to an extent that could 
threaten the overall East-West 
disarmament process. 

“1 am sure ... that this war 
should never have been started," 


Marsha! Viktor Kulikov, one- 
time commander-in-chief of the 
former East bloc’s Warsaw pact 
alliance, told the newspaper 
Rabochaya Tribuna. 

“Peaceful forms of pressure 
should have been continued and 
dialogue should have been pur- 
sued. which is what our diplomats 
and President Mikhail Gorbachev 
argued for. A victory after that 
would have been something new 
and desirable. 

“But the language of guns and 
death-dealing B-S2 bombers is 
something we have been familiar 
with for a long time. It has 


nothing in common with the ‘new 
thinking' which the Americans 
applauded warmly but did little 
concrete to support.** 

Marshal Kulikov, now a senior 
adviser in the Defence Ministry 
and a member of the Soviet par- 
liament, added: “And in that one 
can say Bush has lost to Gor- 
bachev totally. Bush has re- 
mained. as it turns out. a devoted 
follower of old thinking." 

His criticism of the U.S. was 
the latest in a series from military 
and political figures around Mr. 
Gorbachev. 

It appeared a day after Mr. 


Gorbachev presented Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz with a 
peace plan which Soviet officials 
said they hoped could head off a 
bloody land offensive. 

“The position of the Soviet 
Union remains unequivocal," 
said Marshal Kulikov. “We are 
for an immediate end to this war 
and for a solution of the problem 
by political means. Gorbachev's 
talks with Aziz are another clear 
confirmation of that." 

“I think it is now up to those 
abroad, who so fervently sup- 
ported ‘new thinking' in words," 
he added. - 


Krasnaya Zvezda said that de- 
spite NATO denials it was dear 
that the alliance — now the only 
effective military bloc in Europe 
— had coordinated preparations 
for the Gulf war. 

“It must also be noted that the 
Gulf crisis had brought the re- 
surgence in NATO of supporters 
of a build-up of the bloc's military 
mighr,“ the Defence Ministry 
organ said. 

‘‘Simnianeously additional mea- 
sures are being planned for the 
modernisation of the armed 
forces and the improvement of 
the military infrastructure of the 


bloc in Southern Europe and the 
rendering of military aid to the 
countries of this region.” 

Krasnaya Zvezda declared: “It 
is also alarming that, according to 
reports, work on programmes for 
reducing force strengths and 
armaments in NATO committees 
has been suspended." 

“Unfortunately, it can be 
stated that this reaction of NATO 
to the crisis in the Gulf could well 
put in doubt all that has been 
achieved in the sphere of dis- 
armament on tbe continent of 
Europe and in the world at 
large." 


Sheikh Sabah: No talks 
with Iraq even after pullout 


ABU DHABI IAP) — Kuwait’s 
foreign minister says his govern- 
ment will not negotiate with Iraq 
even after its forces leave Kuwait, 
according to a newspaper report 
Tuesday. 

"We will not hold talks or nego- 
tiations after withdrawal, neither 
with the present nor with a new 
Iraqi leadership.” Sheikh Sabah 
A! Ahmad said in a statement 
published by Al Ittihad. a state- 
run newspaper in the United Arab 
Emirates. 

"We have agreements with Iraq 
which, must be implemented and 
Kuwait will not negotiate with 
Iraq after the Iraqi troop with- 
drawal.” he said. 

But the minister insisted on 
Iraqi reparations for destruction 
sustained in the invasion and 
occupation of his country. He 
gave no figures. Kuwait reported- 
ly will need some $60 billion io 
rehabilitate the country if and 
when liberated.” 

The hardline stance contradicts 
previous statements by leaders of 
the Kuwaiti govemment-in-exile 
indicating they were prepared to 


discuss disputes with Baghdad af- 
ter the Iraqis pulled out from 
Kuwait. 

Arab leaders allied with Kuwait 
have often stressed that disputes 
could be settled after the with- 
drawal through negotiations with- 
in an Arab. Islamic or internation- 
al framework. 

Officials at Sheikh Sabah's 
office in Taif, current base for the 
Kuwaiti govemment-in-exile. to|d 
the Associated Press they would 
check with him for confirmation of 
the published statement and re- 
port back. 

The statement would preclude 
negotiations on demarcation of 
borders, including the two islands 
of Wurba and Bubiyan. or Iraqi 
demands for compensation of oil 
Kuwait allegedly pumped from a 
the Rumailah field straddling the 
border. 

Sheikh Sabah's statement 
appeared to rule out any future 
talk on two islands. Kuwaiti 
sources said his reference to pre- 
vious agreement which marked 
Warba and Buibvan islands as 
Kuwaiti. 


Wife of Siad Barre in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — The wife of deposed Somali President Mohammad 
Siad Barre has arrived in Cairo with 28 members of her family, the 
Somali embassy and airport sources said Tuesday. The mass- 
circulation Egyptian newspaper Al Akhbar said she was granted 
political asylum. Foreign Ministry officials saio they had no informa- 
tion of such a move. Airport sources said Mrs. Siad Barre arrived on 
an Fgyptafr flight from Nairobi Monday. “Yes, they have arrived and 
that is the truth, no one can hide it," A Somali embassy official said. 
Mr. Siad Barre was overthrown last month and his whereabouts are 
unknown. 


Iraq says 
London blast 
shows civil 
war in 

‘evil empire’ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said Tues- 
day the bombing of two London 
railway stations showed rivfl war 
was raging in tbe degenerate “evil 
empire" of Britian. 

Tbe Irish Republican Army 
(ERA) acknowledged responsibil- 
ity for the bombs that killed one 
person and wounded 43 Monday. 

“These explosions were not 
isolated actions... they were 
among the acts of defiance and 
resistance which the secret IRA 
has been carrying out regularly 
against British inst i t u tions and 
centres in revenge and protest for 
the British occupation of North- 
ern Ireland,’' Baghdad Radio 
said. 

“The capital of imperialism, 
evfl and aggression — London — 
has been turned into an arena of 
confrontation, explosions and 
acts of violence,” said die nufio. 

It said the two blasts showed 
that the go vernm ent of Prime 
Minister John Major was in a 
“shaky position,” unable to 
maintain security or solve uaikin- 
al problems by democratic 
means. 

Tbe radio noted that the explo- 
sions occurred less than two 
weeks after the Feb. 7 Iraq mor- 
tar attack on Mr. Major's official 
residence at 10 Downing Street 


Ozal wants Saddam toppled 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

ANKARA — Turkish leader 
Turgut Oza!. urging the downfall 
of the Iraqi government, said 
President Saddam Hussein's 
“back should be broken” to shor- 
ten the Gulf war. 

Turkey had let U.S. planes 
bomb Iraq from its territory to 
help remove a "potential threat 
from a dangerous neighbour.” 
Mr. Ozal told businessmen in - 
Adana, near the southern Incirlik 
airbase. 

"The removal of regimes so 
dangerous for us is to our benefit 
... that is why we gave (the 
Americans use of) Incirlik.” he 
said. 

“To let the war end as soon as 
possible, the man’s back should 
be broken, not that of his people. 
If the war is prolonged, his peo- 
ple's back will also be broken.” 
said Mr. Ozal. 

In typically blunt style. Mr. 
Ozal defended his Gulf crisis 
decisions as marking a radical 
foreign policy departure which 
would earn Turkey a place at the 
post-war negotiating table. 

The Turkish president, who 
often talks bv telephone with 
U.S. President George Bush, said 
he doubted whether the United 
States would allow the Iraqi gov- 
ernment to survive. 

"Maybe the Soviet Union 
wants him (President Saddam) to 
live on. but the U.S. president 
that I know will not let go so 
easily. After all the expense and 
troop deployment he will not 
leave without achieving a result. 
It is not correct politically 

either.” 

”Whai 1 mean bv result is that I 


don't think it will be easy for 
them (Iraqi leaders) to stay in 
power,” he said. 

"They will do their best to stay. 
They may try through the Rus- 
sians or maybe the French will 
intervene because they have 
debts to collect — they have 
pinned their hopes on Saddam to 
a certain extent.” 

Mr. Ozal poured scorn on 
domestic opponents who criti- 
cised him for siding firmly with 
the multinational alliance against 
Iraq and risking Iraqi retaliation 
for U.S. raids from Incirlik. 

"We know for certain that the 
United States will win this war ... 
imagine a Third World country, 
no marter how well armed, facing 
the world's giant. ...” 

Mr. Ozal said U.S. force* amid 
penetrate deep into Iraq if neces- 
sary and predicted the war would 
be over in a month. 

"What will happen in this re- 
gion (after the war) is a different 
matter. There may be some con- 
fusion.” he said. 

Mr. Ozal said Turkey had 
helped the allies by tying down 
Iraqi troops across the border but 
did not fear an Iraqi attack. 

"I had guessed that Saddam 
would not attack Turkey. He 
quickly solved problems with Iran 
so as not to face a front from 
there. Why should he open a 
front with Turkey?" 

He also cited psychological 
reasons why Iraq, once part of 
the Ottoman empire, would not 
cross swords with Turkey. 

“They still have in them the old 
fear of the Ottomans. It is not 
easy for them to get rid of this. If 
we actually fight them, this fear 
may go away but it wiff remain as 
long as we don’t.” 


Mr. Ozal said all eyes had been 
on Turkey after Iraq's August 2 
invasion of Kuwait to see if it 
would maintain what he called its 
former reticent foreign policy. 

“Would we say. ‘long live the 
snake which does not hurt me’?" 
he said, quoting a Turkish 
proverb. “We were the first to 
join the embargo (against Iraq). 
The West was surprised. We were 
in a way a leader to the rest of the 
world in this respect.” 

Soon after the invasion of 
Kuwait. Turkey cut two Iraqi oil 
export pipelines across its terri- 
tory. halted trade with Iraq, a 
major trading partner and sent 
more troops to the southeast. 

Tureky. a secular state with an 
overwhelmingly Muslim popula- 
tion. sent no troops to Saudi 
Arabia, but allowed U.S. bom- 
bers to use Incirlik from the 
second day of the war. 

Iraq protested at what it called 
unjustified aggression, but has 
not retaliated militarily. This 
month Ankara asked Baghdad to 
withdraw 23 diplomats and other 
officials. Arab diplomats said the 
23 Iraqis and 85 family members 
had left a week ago. 

“God willing, when the peace 
table is set up we shall have a 
bigger say in proportion to the 
role we have played." Mr. Ozal 
said. 

“During this war Turkey has 
emerged as an advanced country. 
Formerly we did not have an 
individualistic foreign policy. We 
have changed this radically." Mr. 
Ozal said. 

Speaking of himself, he added: 
"Ozal will be courageous when 
this is needed to advance Turkey. 
All this is calculation.” 



WAV HOME: A family leaving the Gulf war zone hare food at a transit camp in Jordan (photo 
by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


Israel hopes to borrow 
$lb to help ‘absorption’ 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Israel hopes 
to borrow SI billion, using the 
credit lines of Jewish groups in 
the United States and Canada, to 
help absorb thousands of Soviet 
immigrants, the quasi- 
governmental Jewish Agency 
announced Monday. 

Mendel Kaplan, the' agency’s 
board chairman, told a news con- 
ference the agency would ask 
North American chapters of the 
Council of Jewish Federations to 
guarantee the loan. 

The funds, in turn, will be 
loaned out to Soviet immigrants 
at concessionary rates, he said. 

Mr. Kaplan said the idea was 
“to make the maximum amount 
of funds available from the di- 
aspora" to resettle up to one 
million Soviets over the next 
several years. Some $2.5 billion 
also is being sought in “operation 
exodus" fund-raising appeals, he 
said. 

While Kaplan described it as 
"an ingenious method of fund- 
ing,” the proposal drew a chorus 
of protest in Israel because it will 
require the immigrants to accept 


loans to cover part of the cost of 
resettlement, rather than gening 
it all as a grant. 

Michael Kleiner, chairman of 
the parliament's absorption com- 
mittee. said the move by the 
Jewish Agency could reduce the 
number of Soviet Jews willing to 
come to Israel. 

“It reminds me of the story of 
the Jew who wantd to force his 
mule to ear less and less food,” 
Mr. Kleiner said, “one day the 
mule died and the Jew said, what 
a pity. I had almost succeeded in 
getting him to eat nothing at all." 

Absorption Minister Rabbi 
Yitzhak Peretz said cuts in be- 
nefits for immigrants were cutting 
the num ber of arrivals . along with 
the war in the Gulf. 

The pace of immigration has 
slowed in the first six weeks this 
year to less than half the rate of 
1990. The estimate of Jews arriv- 
ing this year has been cut from 
100.000 to 300.000. 

Mr. Kaplan argued that new 
ways of raising money must be 
found to cover the estimated $10 


billion cost of absorbing one mil- 
lion Soviets. 

He added that he did not be : 
lieve immigration would be 
affected by the style of funding 
but “rather the conditions in the 
Soviet Union." 

The agency.’s loan plan comes 
after the" government already has 
cut the allowance a newly arrived 
family receives from 21,000 
shekels ($10,500) to 14,000 
shekels ($7,000) in the past year. 

The Jewish Agency had pro- 
vided some 38 per cent of the 
total as a grant. It now would 
make about 42 per cent available 
but as a loan. Mr. Kaplan said. 

He said the exact terms of the 
loan had not yet been worked 
out, but said it would require no 
repayments for the first three 
years. 

The agency will continue to 
cover all of an immigrant's trans- 
portation costs to Israel. 

The increase in Soviet im- 
migration from about 12.500 in 
19S9 to nearly 136,000 last year 
has strained financing. 


U.S. flights to stop refuelling in India 


NEW DELHI (R) — After days 
of confusion. India announced 
Tuesday that U.S. military trans- 
port planes would no longer re- 
fuel in the country on their way to 
and from the Gulf. 

“The government of the Un- 
ited States has decided to make 
alternative arrangements for 
transit halts and refuelling of 
their transport aircraft bound to 
and from the Gulf with effect 
from February 20th.” a foreign 
ministry spokesman said. 

He refused further comment 
on an issue that threatened to 
bring down Prime Minister Chan- 
dra Shekhar's fragile minority 
government. 

U.S. embassy spokesmen were 
not immediately available for 
comment, but diplomatic sources 
said it appeared Washington had 
bowed to Indian pressure. 

"India is by far and away the 
most convenient place for refuell- 


ing and Washington would not 
have agreed to this unless it abso- 
lutely had to.” said one senior 
diplomat. 

Mr. Shekhar himself caused 
much of the confusion over 
whether or not refuelling of the 
U.S. planes, which officials said 
carried only non-lethal supplies, 
would be allowed to continue. 

After Rajiv Gandhi's Congress 
Party, which keeps him in power, 
announced it would withdraw 
support if refuelling continued. 
Mr. Shekhar was quoted as 
saying Sunday he had already 
ordered it stopped. 

On Monday, suggesting he had 
been misquoted. Mr. Shekhar 
said planes were still refuelling. 
Later the same day. he said he 
had not ordered a halt, but re- 
fuelling had stopped. But witnes- 
ses reported seeing American 
transports at Bombay and Mad- 
ras. 


Political sources said Mr. 
Shekhar had to halt refuelling if. 
he hoped to retain Congress sup- 
port in the next session of parlia- 
ment opening Thursday during 
which he is likely to be chal- 
lenged. 

Congress, other parties and 
newspaper were outraged by the 
refuelling, arguing that it 
breached India's long-standing 
commitment to non-alignment. 

The rage intensified as more 
and more politicians and news- 
papers spoke out against the mas- 
sive air war waged by U.S.-led 
forces against Iraq and accused 
the allies of going beyond United 
Nations resolutions authorising 
force. 

Mr. Shekhar's government has 
never explained why it allowed 
scores of U.S. transports to refuel 
in India since Jan. 9 at a time 
when domestic flights were cut 
back to conserve aviation fuel. 
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CHURCHES 

Si. Miry oT Nazareth Church Swafieb. 

Td. XI 0740 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
0337X5. 

St. Joseph Church Tci. 634540. 
C hurch of the Anntmdatioa Tci. 
637440. 

De la Salk Church Tci. 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the AmumdatiOO Td. 
623541. 

Anglkaa Church Tci. 625383. Tci. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 


Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Charch Tel. 771751. 
Amman international Church Td. 
6X5326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Tel: 
XII295. 

Tlx Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. RI5R17. 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department nf 
Mcicorohgy. 

A drop in temperatures will take 
place and some douds appear at diffe- 
rent altitudes. Scattered shower, are 
expect-, d in the northern parts of Jor- 
-dxn. 

Minjnuv. temp. 

Amman 4 / 15 

Aqaba 12/22 

Deserts 3/17 

Jordan Valley 9 / 20 


Yesterday's high temperature.: Am- 
man 17. Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 41 per cent. Aqaha IX per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Maiuour 74R364 

Dr. AkramSamhan JtWAll 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim ; 736072 

Dr. Abdul Majid Shacr 791405 

Fires Phrmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 


Nairoukh pharmacy ., 
Al Salam pharmacy ... 
Yocoub pharmacy .... 
Shmcisairi pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Maan Barqjwi ... 
Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 

ZARQA. 

Dr. Yahya Tarif 

Khalifeh pharmacy . 


623672 

636730 

,644945 

637660 


<-> 

(275X25 ) 


(-1 

.. 9*5417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630.MI 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 M . 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highwav Police X43402 

Traffic Police fi%390 

PuhlicSccunty Department ... 630321 

Hotel Complaints fi)58fl0 

PoecCompJarnB 661 ?76 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls 0IK30 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 ! I 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctnciiy Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khtdidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 


Iraqi Red Crescent chief 

appeals for food, medicine 

^ i «ru-u4 ' ciinrtliAs since th 


BAGHDAD. (AP) — The chief 
of ihfr Iraqi Red Crescent Society 
appealed Tuesday for food and 
medical, supplies he said are 
urgently needed to overcome se- 
vere shortages. 

Dr. Ibrahim Al Noun told the 
Associated Press that the coun- 
try's 18 million people could soon 
be threatened with epidemics of 
cholera and iyphoid because of 
damage to the warer and sewage 
system. Both diseases are spread 
by drinking contaminated water. 

“Cases of diarrhoea already 
have been reported. It could be 
from water or it could be caused 
by lack of proper sanitation." he 
said. 

Mr. Nouri said he has appealed 
to the Swiss-based International 

Committee of the Red Cross to 
send a special team and equip- 
ment to deal with the water prob- 
lem before the health situation 
deteriorates further. 

Medical officials say hot weath- 
er in a few weeks would greatly 
increase the risk ot' disease. 

He said Iraq will probably need 
doctors and nurses from foreign 
countries to help Iraqi medical- 
staff in hospitals. Medical teams 
from Algeria. Mauritania, Jordan 
and Palestine already are helping 
in Baghdad hospitals. 

"We try to deal with all these 
problems, but I must admit that 
we are in dire need of help.” he 
said. 

Mr. Nouri said his society has 
received some 100 tons of medic- 


al and food supplies since the ^ 
U.N. embargo began last August. -vxIT- 
But shortages are still accute, he --^ 
said. 

Mr. Nouri said the U.N.’..;;-. 
embargo against Iraq has sharply . . - 
curtailed imports of essential 
medical supplies, although U.N. ’ 
officials say medicine is supposed . - 
to be exempt from the sanctions. - 

On Monday, the International _ : • 
Red Cross said it had sent 35 tons . .. 
of medical supplies to Iraq '■* 
through Iran since the outbreak 
of war Jan. 17. 

■Angelo Gnaedinger, the Red : ; -£ 
Cross' representative for the Mid- j - 

die East and North Africa, told 
Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agnecy that the volume of ' 
supplies could be increased 
according to need. r. 

The Red Crescent, also distri- ■ 
butes charitable contributions of 
food sent to Iraq by sympathetic 
organisations abroad. . 

He said Iraq has serious shor- ' ; 
tages of milk and wheat flour. 
People are now rationed to only . 
four kilogrammes of ' flour a . . 
month and most bakeries are -\- 
closed. - ; 

The bite of the shortage was 
evident Tuesday at the Red Cres- ■ 
cent distribution centre, where . . 
thousands of people crowded 
around five trucks arriving from 
Jordan filled with packs of pita 
Bread. Many people clambered 
onto the trucks to be sure of qjL 
getting some of the available '*,? 
food. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Maghreb foreign ministers to meet 

ALGIERS (R) — Fo r eign ministers of five North African States, all 
of which want a in the Golf war, will meet is the eastern 

Libyan dty of Benghazi Wednesday to disenss the conflict, diploma- 
tic sources said Tuesday. They said tbe ministers from Algeria, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Libya and Mauritania, grouped ur the Arab 
Maghreb Union, were likely to discuss a Soviet peace plan presented 
to Iraq on Monday. AD five states, including Morocco whkh.has scut 
troops to join foe U.S.-coalitkra fighting Iraq, have backed die Iraqi 
offer to withdraw from Kuwait announced last Friday. Hie sources 
said they could be expected to throw their weight behind tbe Soviet 
peace plan if Baghdad accepted it. Public opinion in the Maghreb 
states overwhelmingly s up p o r ts Iraq and leaders have been forced to 
take a more pro-Iraq fine. ' 

French envoy In Libya for Gulf talks . ' 

• > . - 

NICOSIA (R) — Michel Vanzefle, president 'o£the : Frend parfia^ 
meat’s foreign affairs commission, is in Libya for jalJbi on jfays ^pf^, 
ending the Gulf war and cfcaunhfc pbjrariewi ; 

agency (JANA) reported Tuesday': It quoted ML y$nzefle as saying 
after bis arrival late ou Monday that Paris and Tripoli were playing an 
•‘important role" to establish peace and security in the Middle. East ^ 
Mr. Vauzelle, a former spokesman forFrench President 
Mitterrand, last week visited Libya’s North African 
disenss p ros p ect s for peace in the Gulf. JANA quoted him as 
his visit came within tbe framework of fimfing a solution to the 
war as Libya was current president of the. Arab Maghreb 
* 

Improved hopes hostages will be freed 

BEIRUT (R) — A senior Shfite Muslim cleric said Tuesday the Gulf 
war improved hopes of freedom for Western hostages held by 
pro-Iranians in Lebanon- “The Gulf events have created a positive 
atmosphere for the hostages. We expect a better hope for their 
release,” Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi Shamseddine, the vice- 
president of the Higher Islamic Shfite Council in Lebanon, told a 
news conference. There are six Americans, three Britons, two 
Germans and an Italian kidnapped in Lebanon. Most are believed to 
be held by members of tbe pro-Iranian FGzbollah (Party of God). 
The group denies any involvement in hostage-taking. 

Iraqi murdered In Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (AP) - — The body of a 31-year-okl Iraqi man was found 
in a village near Colombo five days after he was stabbed to death, 
police said Tuesday. Police inspector Rohan Fernando said tbe body 
of Shalin Ahmad was found Monday in a field near WanduramnDa 
village, 22 kflomeres southeast of Colombo. He said there was no 
political motive in the killing. “We are bolding two men as murder 
suspects and have recovered the weapon. We think it is related to i 
robbery bat are not sore as yet,” the inspector said. He said the two 
suspects belonged to tbe village but refused to identify them further. 
Ahmad was married to a Sri l-nnkan woman he had met in Kuwait. 
The couple, who have two children, came to Sri Tomka goon after 
Iraq invaded Kuwaitis August last year. Ahmad’s wife had reported 
him missing last week, Mr. Fernando grid. 

3 wounded by mine explosion in Lebanon 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Two Lebanese soldiers and a civilian were 

wounded Tuesday when a land mine exploded in a divided village in 

South Le banon, security- sources said. They said the mine was 
apparently set off by an army bulldozer dealing a road in MHkh. a 
former battleground on toe edge of an Israeli-declared “security 
zone” m the south. The mine-dearing operation is in preparation for 
Lebanese troops to deploy in the shattered village, half of which is 
^J d A Jy milit i a ™5* 1 foraelHbadted South Lebanon Army 

gLA). Some 3,000 troops moved into the south two weeks ago whfle 
Palestinian and Lebanese guerrillas withdrew as part of a nhwi to 
extend the government's authority over all of Lebanon. 


Palestine. Shmcisani :... 664171/4 

Shmersani Hospital 669)31 

University Hospital 84584$ 

ALMieuhcr Hospital 667237/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ........ 777101/3 

AI-Bashir. J. Ash ra rich 775111/26 

891611/15 

Oucca Alta Hospital 602240/50 

Aral Hospital 674 155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

I™ Sma Hospital (09)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Basra Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Cachotic Hospital (02)272275 
fan AINafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQaBAz 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 II 

market pricks 

UppciYbwcr price in rds per k*. 
A PPk 550 / 4§} 


®* nana -■■■■; 500/ 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 4 m 

580/500 

Cucumber* (large) 100/50 

Cucumbers (small) 200/ 150 

SS,; - : — 550/400 

I 8 ®? 1 ™ 1 200/150 

SJli*-”" 1600/ 1400 

200 / 150 

Marrow (small) 340 / 280 

Onion (green) 185/120 

^epp erchot) 400/350 

Polsfn ^ ) ■■ 

210/160 

Tomatoes 180/140 















News 

d ^JlNICEF, WHO send 
nedical supplies to Iraq 


By Nor Sati 

-• - ^ Special to the Jordan Times 

‘ 4MAN — The United 'Nations 
-/'fldrcn’s Fond (UNICEF) and 
■ World Health Or ganisati on 
. ; ‘‘ HO) Friday sent a shipment of 
10,000 worth of medical snp- 
' ■ » to help about three million 
: 3 pJe in Iraq. 

> Che medical supplies include 
. ' rjufiatric and other essential 
' ; igs, oral rehydration salts and 
-'-.dical equipment, according to 
JICEF. It is the first known 
- xmational mission to visit 
ghdad since the outbreak of the 
- itf war on Jan. 17. Jordanian 
-- Sdals said some truck loads of 
' -didne and food stuffs arrived in 
igbdad Monday. 

r in a statement announcing the. 
-Jssion. U.N. Secretary-General 
• .. • (vier Perez do Cuellar said, “the 
; gpatch of such medical supplies 
' * • odd be within the spirit of the 
rtmaons of the Geneva Conven- 
onsof 1949, the U.N. convention 
. .n the Righto of the Child and the 
- ..'edaration of the Woiid S ummi t 
■ jr Children of September 1990.”' 


The seven-member team, who 
left via Iran with 54 tonnes of 
supplies “are also aiming to ascer- 
tain essential health care needs of 
the civilian population and to im- 
plement a programme suitable to 
the situati on in Iraq,” Niger 
Fisher, UNICEF’s deputy region- 
al director told the Jordan Times. 

The mission, which left for 
Bag h dad in 12 loaded trucks, con- 
sists of specialists to evaluate die 
drug supply, truama in children, 
water and sanitation supply logis- 
tics as well as an epidemiologist. 
Fisher said. 

The leaders of the team: 
Richard Reid, regional director of 
UNICEF and. Dr. AH Khogali, 
director of the WHO, “have re- 
mained in Baghdad to bold talk* 
with the Iraqi minister of health 
and to look at water and health 
facilities in detail,” according to 
Fisher. UNICEF is especially con- 
cerned about the Tigris River as 
Iraqi citizens use it for d rinking 
and washing their dothes at the 
same time. “The river is highly 
polluted,” Fisher said. 

Fisher added that while the two 
team leaders are in Iraq, “depend- 


ing on their assessment of the 
situation, they will develop a 
broader programme.'’ 

The mission was greatly assisted 
by the government of Iran and by 
the Iranian Red Crescent Society, 
who cleared the shipment through 
die Islamic Republic and provided 
transport to the Iraqi border, 
according to Fisher who was in 
Iran supervising the shipment. At 
the border, the mission and con- 
voy were met by senior Iraqi 
officials while medical supplies 
were transferred to trades of the 
Red Crescent Society of Iraq, he 
added. 

UNICEF, who in November 
sent a small shipment of medical 
supplies to Iraq, “is also hoping to 
send another similar shipment in 
the coming few weeks” Fisher 
told die Jordan Times. “When die 
two leaders r et u r n horn Iraq, they 
will report their findings and re- 
commendations to the head 
offices in New York,” he added.. 

According to UNICEF, there 
will be a meeting of humanitarian 
aid agencies to look at the results 
of the mission and see what prog- 
ramme is to be followed in Iraq. 


The game of manipulation 
brought to trial in a debate 


brought to trial in 

By Saeda KHani to the language barrier and to tb< 

; rs to r npp+ Special to the Jordan Times lack of professional interpreters i 

’ *■» tKo AAM w f w t mhA fvmlrl tvnnrlot, 


- . ^ AMMAN — Was there really a 

= : • «. genuine effort on the part of the 
,.m_ (Western and Arab) to 

"...r >>!“*** objectivity in their 
• ■~^..,'» v erage of the Gulf war? How 
. , . of the tinth did their report- 

. unveil? Or was the whole 

. rj^'txercise simply a game for the 
. . "... ^manipulation of peoples’ emo- 
- . ^/Tons, desires and fears? 

1.1 Journalists representing the 

' ^ '^-foreign and local media attemp- 

■ ' r?s !Bd, in a two-hour debate, to 
respond to these questions, trying 
r * . . 4 . » explain their points of view, 

u w .n, The discussion, heated at times. 


to the language barrier and to the 
lack of professional interpreters in 
the country who could translate 
the significance of the words, not 
their transliterate meaning. 

Mahmoud A! Sharif, chief edi- 
tor of A1 Dustour Arabic daily 
newspaper, explained the effect of 
the cultural gap between Arabs 
and Westerners and voiced strong 
objection to the way Western 
media manipulated information. 
“Facts have been twisted in a very 
wicked way to justify an unjustifi- 
able war,” he said. 

“Foreign journalists have a 
problem cf conscience,” he 
added. “Was there really a desire 
to go deeper to know the reason 


. took place Tuesday evening at the behind ^ ^ frustrated and 

x^'-Roy*} Cohnnu Centre (RCC). It . w°™^atMo«5 ...... 

' jegan with tbe‘Ar&&&.accosing, * ‘John Donovan, , ABC.cojtcs-J 

- ^ being "j pendent, explainW that yyabsru.:,, 

. ^JobjecfiwmS ^fciiihg to under- - noi capable to look “eye for eye/ 


- -^tarnd the Arab mind, 
v- ■ - -*(|Z3yad AI Rifai, a professor of 
- - journalism at Yarmouk. Umverri- 
. - ; ty, charged that U.S. President 
o . ,.i^:“iGeorge Bush was censoring the 
... , ^ ’ nwfia by blodmv access to in- 
. , r-bnnation. He said the American 
jovermnent had fears of re p eati n g 
3 w hemediarole during the Vietnam 

m, and that jonznalists, on tf .e 
r _ '^"itber hand, were not objecting, 
i, . — ■:=?*' Rifiu criticised Western journaj- 
... .^ts for not attempting to under- 
. x -~ ^ T^aod Arab culture which basically 
* reflected in the sort of wads they 
. - ^ : >ose, and how they commented 

-- elaborated on them without 
. understanding the signifi- 
v -T'-we of these words in the Arab 
J - “piagc and bow they may differ 
xn other lan guages . 

Tbs, Rifid said, was attributed 
'*.3 


and even if the Americans beard 
die argument they may not be 
convinced. “They may still have 
the same conclusion.” He criti- 
cised the freedom of the picas in 
Arab countries in comparison with 
Israel where journalists enjoy free 
access to information. * 

Correspondent Peter Humi said 
that Arabs were supporting Sad- 
dam Hussein only because they 
were frustrated because their 
problems have not been solved. 
“They have chosen the wrong 
leader, the wrong time at the very 
wrong moment.” 

However, the prolonged debate 
seemed to emphasise more, on the 
part of the Arabs, on the role of 
the media, accusing ft of being 
shallow and the root cause of all 
problems. 


One foreign journalist said that 
many Arab journalists were 
already waking for news agen- 
cies, foreign magazines and news- 
papers and could give their point 
of view. Hie criticised Arab media 
for not having correspondents 
abroad, especially in the United 
States. 

Trying to explain the position of 
Western media and bow much 
people themselves are behind 
what may seem as a bad image 
rendered to the public, ABCs 
Donovan cited, as an example, a 
Palestinian whom “yon feel is 
suffering and wbo is speaking the 
truth, and bow much he longs to 
go back to bis country. Yet, he 
begins shouting and threatening 
yon with war slogans? How can 
. yr.ii report that? For Americans ft 
‘ would be* alien and incompre- 
! nensible.” 

“Why don’t you try to know 
why we are angry, why are we 
doing all that? Have you told your 
readers and listeners why?” Dr. 
Sima Bahbous, an academician, 
questioned. “What is the differ- 
ence between one young Arab 
threatening to kfll you and Bush 
sending half a million people to 
kill us?” 

Mustafa Hamameh, however, 
concluded the discussion by por- 
traying the whole situation on 
both parts: “We are being patrio- 
tic on both sides while the fun- 
damental problem remains: how 
can we get to the root of all 
problems in the region which are 
threatening us? We (Arabs) are 
partly guilty in this aspect such as 
portraying this war as a crusade 
while it is not.” 


vlinistry of Labour plans strict 

Measures to cut unemployment 

> * .... 


-j s*^y Mamdonh Hawamdeh 

Special rb the Jordan Times 

AN — The Ministry of 
' has embarked on ‘practical 

Krions measures designed to 
jtitute non-Jordanian workers 
ifl ,0ca l job seekers in a bid to 
. .ice the problem of unemploy- 
___ j '■'* in the country, according to 
Minister Abdul Karim A l 
* . “'hmi. . 

■r.t 1 I,-:** measures, he said, were in 
;; .^■'^.wwntation of new directives 
r : government which was 

. to find work for job seek- 

all available sectors, 
i dressing a meeting with the 
’ lary General of the Federa- 
Jordanian Labour Unions, 
f Halim Khaddam. and the 
executive committee 
ers, Dnghmi said that 1991 


would be the year for the big 
change of the existing situation, 
with more and more local workers 
taking the jobs still filled by fore- 
igners in every sector. 

Ministry teams would launch 
strict inspection tours to ensure 
that the non-Jordanians were 
being employed in jobs for which 
they had Originally been imported 
and reports by these teams would 
serve as a basis for future renewal 
of work permits for all non- 
Jordanians in the country, Dugh- 
mi noted. 

The minister warned that each 
non-Jordanian working illegally in 
the country would be asked to 
leave within two weeks from the date 
of being informed by the minis- 
try’s decision and (he ministry 
would study means of effective 
measures to prevent such persons 
from coming back. 


The ministry’s Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) has 
been turning out batches of Jorda- 
nians who had taken training 
courses in a number of fields 
formerly shunned by Jordanians; 
these include bakeries, building, 
dress malting and others. The 
graduates are being given jobs in 
various fields -with VTC support. 

At the meeting with the minis- 
ter, Khaddam requested that the 
Ministry of Labour examine the 
cases of employees and workers 
being dismissed from their jobs in 
various Jordanian companies and 
factories. 

A decision was taken at the 
meeting that a working paper be 
prepared by the executive .com- 
mittee outlining solutions to prob- 
lems facing the Jordanian work- 
ers. 


GUVS asks U.N. ta 
press for ceasefire 


By Odeb Odeh 

■ai to the Jordan Times 

.N — A five member de- 
'. from the General Union 
ntary Societies (GUVSj in 
., headed by Fakhri Bil- 
uesday presented the Un- 
tions Development Prog- 
pJNDP) Resident Repre- 
Ali Atiqa a memoran- 
ddressed the U.N. 
V-General Javier Perez de 

Tiemorandum called on 
•• Cuellar to make every 
;ffon to arrange ceasefire 


in the Gulf and to_ arrange for 
initiating dialogue to solve region- 
al problems capitalising on Iraq.s 
peaceful initiative. 

The memorandum called for a 
halt in hostilities by parting an end 
to the sufferings of the Palestinian 
people, and implementing the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council- re- 
solutions. " 

The memorandum said rhe re- 
jection by the American President 
George Bush of Iraq’s recent in- 
itiative for establishing peace m 
the region exposes the ill inten- 
tions harboured by the U.N.-led 
alli ance against Iraq and uncovers 


rhe genuine dimensions of the 
brutal aggression against Iraq. 

The massing of over 500.000 
troops, the buildup of the most 
advanced and sophisticated war 
machinery and the continuing air 
attacks on Iraq, are not aimed at 
liberating Kuwait and restoring 
international legitimacy, but 
rather to destroy Iraq’s infrastruc- 
ture and achievements with the 
goal of dominatin g the 
region, the memorandum said. 

It noted that Jordan is’suffering 
as a result of the economic block- 
ade, political pressures and the 
Israeli threats. 


Israel allows more 
Palestinians to cross to 
occupied territories 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Israeli 
authorities started allowing 400 
Palestinians to cross the King 
Hussein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges on the River Jordan on a 
daily basis as of Wednesday on 
their way back to tbe occupied 
Arab territories according to an 
announcement by the Public 
Security Department (PSD). 

Th announcement which said 
that 200 would be allowed across 
each of thejbridges, followed long 
delay imposed by the Israelis on 
travellers to tbe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip over the 
past four weeks. . 

Thousands of Palestinians have 
beeostranded in Jordan after leav- 
ing Kuwait and other Gulf coun- 
tries due to the ban imposed by 
Israel for what it said was security 
reasons following the imposition 
of a blanket curfew on the occu- 
pied territories. 

The Department of Palestinian 
Affairs at the foreign ministry 
said that around 5,000 Palesti- 
nians, most of them penniless and 
homeless, were affected by the 
ban. Tbe department said that it 
was holding intensive contacts 
with the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the 
United Nations Truce Supervi- 


RJ resumes flights to 
Jeddah, Abu Dhabi 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ). tbe national air car- 
rier, is resuming its flights to 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UA£) after a 
break of nearly four weeks, but 
the insurance surcharges imposed 
on RJ. as well as other airlines 
operating m the areas would re- 
main until the situation in the 
Gulf region has improved. 

RJ president and chief execu- 
tive officer, Husain Abu Gha- 
zaleh, told the Jordan Times that 
RJ would operate a weekly flight 
to Abu Dhabi in the UAE as of 
Thursday, Feb. 21, and hopefully 
another flight to Jeddah in Saudi 
Arabia next Tuesday. 

However, more flights could be 
arranged to the two destinations 
depending on the volume of pas- 
sengers and also on the genera] 
situation in the region, Abu Gha- 
zaleh said. 

Before the Gulf war, RJ used 
to operate daily flights to the two 
countries but had to curtail its 
flights and to stop them 
altogether later in the light of the 
hostilities which broke out in the 
Gnlf region, RJ officials noted. 

According to an RJ announce- 
ment Tuesday, special teams are 
now working out flight schedules 
fot RJ planes to give exact dates 
for further flights to the two 
destinations. 

Abu Ghazaleb said that RJ 
planes resumed their flights to 
Muscat in Oman on Feb. 3 at the 
rate of one flight a week. RJ has 
been flying to North African and 
European destinations as well as 
to New York despite the Gulf 
war. 

Abu Ghazaleb said that RJ was 
doing everything in its power to 
offer the best services to passen- 
gers and to maintain Jordan’s 


links with the outside world 
under all circumstances. 

On Jan. 15 RJ announced an 
extra charge of ID 100 for each 
passenger travelling to the Gulf 
region and ID 167 for each pas- 
senger heading for Europe and 
other destinations. These extra 
charges, the RJ said, were im- 
posed by insurance companies 
which started hiking their rates 
when the Gulf crisis broke out 
last August. 

Last month, RJ suspended 
flights to Bangkok, Singapore, 
Kuala Lumpur. Calcutta, 
Karachi and New Delhi also be- 
cause of the insurance surcharges 
which made the flights very cost- 
ly- 

RJ has maintained services, to 
all other stations but said that due 
to limited number of aircraft at its 
disposal it was forced in some 
cases to fly its passengers aboard 
small planes to other destina- 
tions, including New York. 

The resumption of RJ flights to 
Saudi Arabia came close on the 
heels of a decision by Saudi au- 
thorities to lift a ban on Arab 
expatriates, including Jordanians 
and Palestinians working in Saudi 
Arabia, allowing them to return 
after trips abroad. 

Saudi civil aviation authorities 
last week informed all airlines 
that they could fly Jordanian, 
Palestinian. Yemeni and 
Sudanese expatriates to Saudi 
Arabia as long as the passengers 
had valid return entry visas. 

However, a ban on Jordanian 
truckers carrying produce and 
other goods into Saudi Arabia 
from Jordan remained in force. 

About 140,000 Jordanians used 
to work in Saudi Arabia before 
tbe Golf crisis erupted in August, 
but many were reported to have 
returned to Jordan since the start 
of the crisis. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


King confers Royal medal on Swiss 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein has conferred a royal 
medal on the Swiss traveller. Lhe late Sheikh Ibrahim Ben 
Abdullah, (known in the West under the name of Johan Ludwig 
Burkhardt) in recognition of his contributions to Middle East 
archaeology and history. The medal was presented to Swiss 
ambassador to Jordan Bernardino Sciolli by Minister of Tourism 
Daoud Khalaf in the presence of Dr. Ghazi Bisheh, director 
general of the Department of Antiquities. The late Swiss scholar 
and traveller in the Middle East discovered the ancient Nabatean 
city of Petra in 1812 and made extensive tours in the Middle East 
region. 

Jordanian peace calls receive attention 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian ambassador in Brussels. Talal 
Sataan AI H assart, said Tuesday attempts being made currently to 
end the war in the Gulf and solve the crisis come in accordance with 
Jordan's call during the past months to avert the military option. In 
a telephone interview with Radio Jordan. Hassan said the 
Kingdom's call is now better understood by other countries because 
of the grave consequences of war on the region. The European 
Community, he said, was confident that Jordan has a basic role to 
play in any peace process and any security system in the region. 

Mahafza seeks help to students in Britain ' 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk University President Ali Mahafza 
Tuesday called on presidents of British universities to use their 
good offices to secure the release of the Iraqi and other Arab 
students, who were detained in Britain for no valid reason. In 
several messages he sent to British university presidents Mahafza 
said the British authorities have detained some Arab students 
attending British universities without any valid reason. He added 

that the detention of such students constitutes a flagrant violation of 
the international laws and conventions providing for the protection 
of civilians in tunes of war. 


Energy minister denies report 
on rationing of gas cylinders 


sion Organisation to ensure their 
return to their homeland. 

Rateb Amer from the Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs said in 
a statement Monday that at least 
30 Palestinians have lost their 
residency permits due to rhe de- 
lay. and that meant they can not 
go back to the occupied home- 
land. 

These Palestinians have been 
issued these permits by tbe Israeli 
authorities upon leaving the occu- 
pied territories, and once tbe 
permits expire, their holders can 
not go back home, Amer said in 
his statement. 

Representatives of the 
stranded Palestinians staged two 
protest marches in Amman dur- 
ing this month, one of which was held 
Monday, during which the pro- 
testers marched to the ICRC and 
United Nations offices in Amman 
demanding that they be allowed 
to return. 

Normally, the Israelis allow 
more than 1,000 persons to cross 
into tbe West Bank every day by 
this time of the year, rising to 
more than 3.000 during tbe sum- 
mer; but they have reduced the 
number in the past four weeks to 
less than 50 a day. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Tuesday denied a local newspap- 
er report that rationing of gas 
cylinders will be applied in Jor- 
dan, and said that the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company 
(JPRC) has huge stocks of gas 
cylinders sufficient for the coun- 
try for a long time to come. 

Energy and Mineral Resources 
Minister Thabet AI Taher said in 
a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that gas cylinders 
would continue to be distributed 
to all centres as usual without any 
change whatsoever. 

Taher was commenting on a 
report published by AJ Dustour 
daily which said that the JPRC 
has started reducing by half the 
amount of gas cylinders sold for 
domestic use in order to keep 
sufficient reserves in store for as 
long time as possible. 

The paper quoted Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Secretary-General Asem 
Ghosheh as saying that the prac- 
tice was only temporary and 
would last for a few days. 


Tbe paper also quoted 
Ghosheh as appealing to the pub- 
lic to refrain from stockpiling gas 
cylinders as such a move, he said, 
constituted a source of great dan- 
ger. He also assured the public 
that sufficient gas existed in the 
country. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Tuesday announced the discovery 
of a malpractice at one of the gas 
cylinder distribution centres in 
Amman. 

A statement said that a team of 
inspectors, grouping representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Energy, 
tire JPRC and the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD). while on an 
inspection tour of gas cylinder 
distribution centers found a 
worker siphoning gas from a full 
cylinder into an apparently empty 
one with the obvious purpose of 
selling them as full gas cylinders 
afterwards. 

The statement said that one 
worker at the distribution centre 
located at Shmeisani was caught 
red-handed tampering with the 
cylinders in the store. 


Tbe case has now been referred 
to the court, and no more gas 
cylinders will be sold to the centre 
in question, said the statement 
which declined to give the name 
of the culprits. 

The gas cylinder episode sur- 
faced three weeks after the new 
government measures of ration- 
ing gasoline went into effect. 

Since Feb. 5, all private cars, 
estimated to number 175,000, 
have been running on alternate 
days, depending on the odd and 
even numbers on their licence 
plates. . 

The measure was introduced 
by the government with the hope 
of saving gasoline. The amount 
of fuel being used in beating 
government buildings has also 
been reduced. 

Upon introducing the new 
rules, the government said that 
the measure was expected to save 
up to 35 per cent of the oil 
consumed by Jordan at a time 
when the country is finding it 
increasingly difficult to acquire 
crude oil from Iraqi sources. 


Islamist parliamentarians 
press for support of Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Islamist bloc at tbe 
Lower House of Parliament Monday called on all 
Arab and Islamic countries not taking part in the 
attacks against Iraq to provide the - necessary 
facilities for those wishing to join in the fight 
against the U.S.-led coalition. 

In a statement the bloc issued, ft called for 
opening the door for volunteers from such coun- 
tries to fight alongside their Iraqi brothers to fend 
off tbe forces of oppression and evil. . 

The statement said that America and its allies 
were launching brutal attacks against die Iraqi 
people, turning a deaf ear to Iraq’s recent 
initiative in which it accepted to withdraw from 
Kuwait, provided that other problems in the 
region be addressed according ro international 
legitimacy. 

The brutal attacks on Iraq and the continuing 
air raids on the Iraqi people, cities and installa- 
tions stand as proof of the 91-intentions and die 
undeclared goals of the infidel anti-Iraq coalition. 


the statement said. 

It criticised the Arab leaders arrayed with the 
Western forces for adopting the same position as 
tbe aggressors and for aborting Iraq's peaceful 
initiative. It added that Iraq’s acceptance to 
withdraw from Kuwait has left no excuse for those 
who pronounced their neutrality in the fight or 
those who cited Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait as a 
reason for joining the U.S.-led alliance. 

The statement called on all countries who 
condemned the hostilities against Iraq, particular- 
ly Iran, to take their fighting positions beside their 
Iraqi brothers in defence of the dignify of the 
Arab and Muslim nations, and their culture, 
history and religion. 

The statement also called on Islamic move- 
ments in the countries that have allied themselves 
with the U.S.-led coalition to express their anger 
and condemnation of the destruction of tbe Iraqi 
infrastructure, and killing of Iraqi children; 
women and the aged. 


Ministry revives ; Italians 
road project seek pea 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Public Works and Housing 
Tuesday announced a tender for 
the completion of the 32- 
kilometre Zara-Ghor Hadrtha 
road along the eastern coast of 
the Dead Sea, and said that local, 
Arab and foreign contractors 
were welcome to bid- 

Nearly half of tbe road, which 
is part of die highway linking the 
Jordan Valley with the port of 
Aqaba, was completed by July 
1990 when work on tbe project 
stopped due to technical prob- 
lems and lack of funds. 

Work on the project started by 
tbe end of 1986, but since the 
delay in completion was doe to 
incompetence on the part of the 
original contractors, foe ministry 
decided to cany on with tbe 
project by inviting other contrac- 
tors to do the job, with the cost to 
be footed by tbe original contrac- 
tors, according to tbe terms of 
original contract, a ministry state- 
ment said. 

The JD 17.5 million two-lane 


by the U J4. Security CouocO, for total 
withdrawal or aD Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. 

“Let me just reiterate: as Ear as Tm 
concerned there are no negotiations,” 
“Mr. Bush said. “Tbe goals have been 
set oat. There wfl] be no concessions, 
Fm not going to give." 

Mr. Bessmertnykh told parliament 
Tuesday that tbe restoration of Kuwait 
as a sovereign state must be the basis 
of any solution to tbe Gulf crisis. 

Bur he also told parliament that 
Moscow wanted to see Iraq as a 
“flourishing state with territorial in- 
tegrity and playing a worthy role in tbe 
world community.” 

The minister's comments came just 
after a spokesman for President Gor- 
bachev declared that tbe ground offen- 
sive planned by the coalition “will not 
give anything." 

Vitaly Ignatenko, in remarks sug- 
gesting that Moscow is coining out 
firmly against a land assault, said at a 
briefing: “Wbai manors is not the 

absolute destruction, not breaking tbe 
backbone, erf this country (Iraq)." 

“This offensive would result in grea- 
ter casualties and greater destruction. 
Our position is to prevent this destruc- 
tion,” said Mr. Ignatenko, Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s chief spokesman. 

But be said Moscow had made no 
specific call on President Bnsh to hold 
the assault. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh, successor to 
Eduard Shevardnadze wbo resigned in 
December under attack from con- 
servatives for his of relations 

with the West, said Mr. Gorbachev’s 
peace plan was “of a concrete nature.” 

He said it contained principles 
“which would make possible a transi- 
tion to the stage of a political settle- 
ment quickly and expediently.” 


road should nm along the eastern 
coast of the Dead Sea to link with 
the existing road at Ghor Safi 
which runs through Wadi Araba 
to reach Aqaba in tbe south. 

When completed, the road 
would be useful for the agricultu- 
ral producqp of the Jordan Val- 
ley to export their products. 

The road would also serve as 
an alternative road to the ex- 
isting, but longer Amman-Aqaba 
highway, for tourists going to 
Aqaba. 

When first announced, the pro- 
ject was expected to be com- 
pleted in two years. 

The project was originally 
funded through loans from the 
Arab and Saudi development 
funds as well as the Jordanian 
treasury. 

The ministry's statement Tues- 
day said that foreign contr a ct o rs 
can be considered for the tender 
provided that they are in consor- 
tium with local or non-Jordanian 
Arab contractors. 

Soviets 

(Continued from page I) 

Mr. Bessmertnykh did not directly 
link settling the Gulf war with tbe 
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. Bat be added: “Tbe events 
in the “Persian’ Gulf gjve a serious 
Impulse for quickening tbe tempo for 
solving all Middle Eastern problems. 
There is a change in the psychological 
mood." 

He also reiterated the Soviet posi- 
tion that Israel eventually must leave 
the occupied territories. 

The Soviet leadership sees tbe way 
to peace through coordinated efforts 
by other nations “doing all that is 
possible and impossible to put out the 
fire of war in the Tetsian’ Gulf and to 
turn to a political settlement as soon as 
possible.” 

He said Moscow did not want Iraq, 
with which the Soviet Union has a 
friendship treaty signed in 1971. to be 
viewed as an outcast in future regional 
security structures. 

“This is a big and important state, 
whose viability is an integral part of 
tbe regional balance," he told the 
deputies. 

Fiencfa President Francois Mitter- 
rand received a message from Presi- 
dent Gorbachev on Monday evening 
which may have briefed him oo tbe 
Kremlin's plan. 

Mr. Mitterrand's spokesman Hubert 
Vendrine confirmed Tuesday that a 
message was handed over by Soviet 
Ambassador Yoon Doubmine but de- 
dioed to reveal its contents. 

Mr. Vedrine also said Mir. Bessmert- 
nykh telephoned his French counter- 1 
pan Roland Dumas Monday after- I 
hood and Mr. Mitterrand had been in I 

touch with British Prime Minister John 
Major. 

French media Tuesday described tbe 
situation as a race between diplomacy 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 30- 
member Italian peace group, cur- 
rently on a mission to Amman and 
Baghdad. Tuesday voiced solidar- 
ity with the Jordanian. Palestinian 
and Iraqi peoples, and expressed 
their interest in seeing a peaceful 
end to the Gulf war. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, the delega- 
tion’s head expressed hope that 
reason and conscience would 
dominate the logic of violence and 
the resort to military options in 
solving disputes. 

Explaining his group's mission, 
the delegation's head said his 
group has no political, racial or 
religious affiliations and that their 
mission was mainly designed to 
help establish just peace. 

He added that the Italian peo- 
ple have not declared war against 
Iraq and pointed out that the 
group would organise a peaceful 
march to the Italian embassy in 
■Amman to protest the Italian in- 
volvement in the war. 


and war. 

Throughout the crisis. France has 
indicated it would prefer a negotiated 
solution to outright military defeat of 
Iraq — tbe option believed favoured 
fry tbe United Stales and Britain. 

When Moscow's initiative was 
announced on Monday, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Daniel Bernard 
drew attention to previous peace bids 
by Mr. Mitterrand. 

In common with reported elements 
of Mr. Gorbachev's plan, Mr. Mitter- 
rand on Jan. 14 proposed that Iraq 
declare its readiness to leave Kuwait, 
set a specific and detailed timetable for 
withdrawal and make an immediate 
start on a rapid and massive pullout. 

Mr. Mitterrand also proposed that 
Iraq be given a guarantee of non- 
agression by tire allies and that the 
United Nations contribute actively to 
resolving the other problems of the 
region, notably the IsraeVPafestinain 
conflict. 

German Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Geoacher expressed support 
Tuesday for a strong Soviet role in the 
post-war Gulf region. 

Rejecting doubts about Moscow’s 
objectives in seeking a Gulf peace 
settlement, Mr. Gcnscfaer said it had a 
right to be an equal partner in shaping 
a new world order. 

Mr. Genschcr said in a radio inter- 
view that Moscow’s peace plan showed 
tbe Kremlin wanted to (day an impor- 
tant role in the Gulf region after the 
.war ended. 
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Plan has to work 

NOW THAT the salient features of the Soviet peace plan have 
more or less been made public, h should be relatively easy to 
imagin g the awesome national responsibility for the Iraqi 
leadership in accepting or rejecting the initiative. To reject it 
outright would necessarily incur dangers and above all be a big 
gamble over the fate of the ground war projected to start at any 
tim e now. To accept it may give cause for belief that the whole 
milit ary showdown is totally unnecessary. But such a limited 
interpretation is valid only on the surface. 

A deeper analysis of the military standoff in the Golf war 
would reveal that Baghdad has already achieved many of its 
and the Arab World's objectives. Having stood up to the 
combined allied forces for over a month in spite of the biggest 
aerial and missile bombardment the world has ever witnessed. 
Iraq has, in effect instilled in the Arab peoples a renewed sense 
of self-confidence that bad been missing from oar psyche for 
much of oar contemporary history. After an, it was the U.S., 
Britain and France that Iraq was fighting throughout the past 
five weeks and that in itself is no small military or strategic 
achievement. An Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait cannot also be 
construed as a military or political defeat since Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein has contemplated such a withdrawal right 
from the outset when he began to withdraw his troops 
immediately after the invasion on Aug. 2 of last year but 
stopped short of pursuing it when the coalition countries 
heightened their belligerency against him and bis country. 

Iraq's Aug. 12 peace initiative also talks about an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait provided that were solutions for other 
issues, notably the Palestinian problem. Against this backdrop, 
an Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait per se is something that 
Raghriari was willing to consider all along within an appropri- 
ate peace framework. 

The biggest gain .for Iraq, however, has been its ability to 
shake up the Arab World from Its slumber and unveil the true 
nature and role of the various Arab and non- Arab regimes. In 
this sense, the Gulf war that Iraq has fought with brilliance and 
honour, albeit with much suffering to its people, will serve as a 
catalyst for a new Arab renaissance, something that His 
Majesty King Hussein alluded to when he visited the 12th Royal 
Mechanised Division on Monday. 

At the same time, the allied forces cannot be viewed as 
having attained their paramount objective which is to destroy 
Iraq's military might and topple Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's regime. The military standoff in the Gulf theatre has 
thus been fairly reflected in the peace formula being adminis- 
tered to the antagonists. 

But while one party subjected to the war, namely Iraq, 
appeared beaded towards accepting the Soviet proposals, 
others continued to sound as obstinate and arrogant as ever 
before. If U.S. President George Bosh's statement yesterday is 
meant to serve as a rejection of Mr. Gorbachev's plan, then 
those who have done their best to give peace a chance will have 
no option but to organise themselves into a new, solid anti-war 
camp. 

It is our sincere hope that farther alienation from the cause 
of peace will not be necessary and that all wSD give the Soviet 
plan the opportunity to succeed. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT ARABIC daily Tuesday launches a bitter attack on France 
and the other European nations for succumbing to Washington’s 
desires and will, and reverting to their old colonial concepts in their 
dealings with Third World nations. The first few days of the Gulf war 
helped to remove the r asks from the faces of France and the other 
Europeans, exposing then .. ’ intentions and displaying them as 
mere agents for the United States, said the paper. France in 
particular has thought of reviving its old colonial dreams; and 
therefore the Arabs shoud not lean on these nations politically or 
militarily from now on, the paper said. Indeed, the ugly French 
colonialism suddenly woke up; and through the Gulf war, the French 
seem intend on settling old scores to cover for the ignominious 
defeats dealt to them in Algeria and in Lebanon among other places 
of the Arab World, the paper continued. It seems that -there is a 
strong rivalry between the United States, France and Britain to 
transform this aggression into the worst military terrorist onslaught 
on the Arabs by way of killing their children and obliterating their 
places of worship and demolishing their economic and cultural 
infrastructures, said the paper. A1 Ra’I said that there is no doubt that 
the war criminals: Bush, Mitterrand, and Major are gloating over the 
bloodshed, and over the consequences of their raids on Iraqi people. 
It said that out of hatred these colonial powers are pursuing their 
aggression on the Arab country. But, it noted, that the Arabs and 
Muslims everywhere know how to retaliate and how to deal with the 
colonialists and abort their criminal actions. 

The Arabs were shocked by the perestroika in the Soviet Union 
because it entailed great harm to the Palestinians since it paved the 
way for the migration of hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews, says a 
columnist in A1 Ra’i daily Tuesday. Bader Abdul Haq notes that the 
perestroika brought about accusations levelled at the Soviet lead- 
ership and its policies, but deep down the Arabs at large bad 
harboured hope that the Russian people will preserve a minimum 
level of moral support for the Arabs and their just causes despite the 
setback in bilateral relations. The writer notes that the former Soviet 
foreign minister has exposed himself by placing his country's interests 
under the mercy of the Western powers and the world Zionism, 
something which prompted the Arab countries to think that Moscow 
is in need of a new positive policy that would safeguard the long 
histroric ties of freindship between the Arab and Soviet nations. By 
coming up with the new initiative to solve the Gulf conflict, the' 
Soviet Union has thus proved that it wants a comeback, and retain its 
international presitage and status as a superpower, Abdul Haq notes-. 
He says that by accepting the Iraqi initiative and by paving the 
ground for peace in die Goif-Moscow was motivated also by the 
military which wields a great power in Soviet affairs and which is 
.helping the nation to stand up again in the face of increasing Western 
infiennees that mean harm to the Soviet Union as well as the other 
countries of the world. 


Ecopolitical Forum 


By Dr. 


Abdalla MaJki v 


The economic fallout of the Gulf war 


The present war of destruction and genocide waged against Iraq 
by the Americans jikI financed h> Arab petrodollars will lea\e 
sears on the face of the world economy . The question is only how 
deep and ugly these sears will be. 

War means, literally, massive burning of and services. 

When we talk about a country suffering from a tr.ide deficit or 
losing a certain export market, this is not a real loss to the world 
economy: it only means that something was lost by one country, 
say the United Stales, to another. »a\ Japan or South Korea. But 
war means something totally different: the world economy loses 
the burnt goods and services. So it involves a net human loss. 

It is true' that countries like Saudi Arabia and Kuwait will pay. 
or are paying for. these burnt goods and services because they are 
financing: the war and they will soli buy from the West goods and 
services’ll* replace the burnt ones. While this may not leave the 
West less better off. »t will leave other countries much worse off. 

After the eruption of the Gulf crisis Iasi August, the American 
cconomv had teetered on the verge of recession until n slid into it. 
primarily due io the gloom w hich blackened business outlook and 
dented ihe confidence of consumers who consequently cut down 
their spending. The present war has added to thiN mess in a way 
which heralds the deepening of the recession. Given the weight of 
rhe American economy, any recession in USA transmits negative 
impacts ini'* the world economy in various forms and through 
different avenues, [r is onlv short and limited war that mav make 


its global adverse effects on world economies manageable. Up 
until now. all signs indicate that the present war will be far from 
that. 

The fallout of the war has hit the Saudi economy. It has been 
reported that, due to the war. the Saudi budget deficit for 1990 
soared to at least $15 billion against a projected figure of S 7 
billion. Saudi Arabia has already spent or committed about S48 
billion as a result of the conflict while its windfall profit from 
higher oil prices reached some $15 billion. 

The crucial point is that Saudi Arabia managed during the last 
two to three decades to buy friendships and alliances on the level 
of individuals, groups, parties organisations and countries by 
means of aid and cash handouts which served thus to stabilise and 
propel its foreign policy. In the domestic field, massive public 
spending on all sons of economic and social infrastructure and a 
similarly generous programme of transfers and favours served ro 
buy and appease businessmen, the average Saudis and expatriates 
and thus stabilised the domestic policies. With the war consuming 
oil revenues and even tying up future revenues, as evidenced by 
the external borrowing initiated by the Saudis last week, the 
fallout from the present war and its aftermath threaten the 
stability of the entire Saudi regime. 

The war wrought a sadder story to Kuwait and its economy. In 
their private talks, the Kuwaitis discreetly complain that the 


L ffrinned them of huge funds and they are fearful. .: 
Americans have s ^P p j nue anx \\ thev are completely mbbed'L 
that this process w\\ «>nt onJv a scorched Kuwair but a * 

out. And they w* <^ me hodv will have to pay. someway, tbir the 
nightmare as well. - ^ muc h m0 re of which will Be : - 

Iraqi blood that B ^ sh - S right to the end. At a certain . , 
shed if war goe - ng ^ c f today will find out that Ihe 

point in the future Arab ^ responsib i e f or the 

flare^of theTraqt Kuwai ti conflict into the violent form it took on; 
a™ ° which* turn invited the present war. It is not difficult tq- 
imagine T sort of life the Kuwaitis vnU lead while being wanted - 
rfr^is and Arab nationalists under charges of murder in 
SllaSion wi?h^he Americans (oih £ r ^an sh^ding ^rnally 
behind American forces which is an even worse °P^ 0 ^* . 

Saudis themselves were not happy w,ch the way Kuwaitis handled 
the conflict before Aug. 2 and probably after it. 

But all this is the talk of long-term repercussions which 
politicians of today tend to ignore because they are interested 
only in immediate and shorr term results which. ,f unfavourable; 
might also be concealed the way American military is blacking out 
the atrocities and details of the present war. When longer-term 
ramifications arrive. Mr. Bush, for example, shall have retired or 
died leaving them to be tackled by his successors. Therefore, he 
can go on waging his highly and uniquely personalised war in cold 
blood and with a very -“clear*' American conscience. 




How Western media is contributing to the cam p aign of ‘lips’, ‘half- truths* 
and ‘ disinformation’ by the U.S.-led coalition in the Gulf 

A goat even if it flew 


l 


By Mnreed Hammad 

NEVER in the history of hu- 
man conflict have so few lied 
so much to so many, to modify 
slightly the famous words of 
Britain’s Winston Churchil. As 
chief editor and bead of En- 
glish news at Jordan Televi- 
sion, I always looked up to the 
Western media as a living ex- 
ample of the basic freedoms 
guaranteeing the right of ihe 
people to know the “truth.” 
However, the events in the 
Gulf have distorted that image, 
whether held by myself, my 
colleagues or the average lay- 
man in the region. 

When the Gulf crisis began I 
met dozens of Western jour- 
nalists, putting on their Ram bo 
hats and looking forward to the 
bloodshed to cover. Now that 
the blood is being shed, we see 
the Western media being 
driven into believing “block 
images” rather than true facts. 

Despite the loss of substan- 
tial amount of civilian life in 
Iraq, it seems to me that the 
Gulf war’s biggest victims have 
been truth and justice. It was 
amazingly inconceivable that 
so few people would go to such 
great lengths to justify the kill- 
ing of thousands, and then try 
to add a cover of legitimacy to 
avoid admitting a mistake. 

I could not help but cry as I 
watched on onr satellite feed 
(much different than the tame 
edhed-for-pubtic footage) an 
endless stream of mutilated, 
burnt, charred and even dehy- 
drated bodies being brought up 
from Baghdad's A1 Amiriyeh 
bomb shelter. I saw stunned 
rescue teams unable to deal 
with, let alone cany, the mix- 
ture of flesh, blood, cement 
and metaL 

A day after the massacre 
both the U.S. and British 
spokesmen, supported later by 
their Saudi Mho, said they 
were unaware of civilian 
casualties, and that if there 
were any such casualties then 


Saddam Hussein was to blame 
for it. 

Pictures from Baghdad were 
appalling, and the allies had to 
cut prospects of a public opin- 
ion backlash by launching a 
“lies” campaign that fits har- 
moniously with their slander 
campaign against the Iraqi 
president. 

First the U.S. military 
spokesman in Saadi Arabia be- 
gan assuring reporters that the 
shelter was a military “bunk- 
er” and that it was a legitimate 
target — but he could not 
explain the presence of women 
and children in the so-called 
"bunker.” 

- The spokesman said the 
“bunker” was the most active 
command and control centre in 
Baghdad — but be could not 
explain why the U.S. com- 
mand had to wait a whole 
month to bomb it. 

The spokesman said that the 
“bunker" was watched closely 
by satellite for two weeks and 
that there was heavy move- 
ment of Iraqi military person- 
nel in and out of the “bunker” 

— but he could not explain 
why this movement bad stop- 
ped. bow the civilians got in. 
and why the satellite hadn't 
seen them. 

The spokesman said electro- 
nic communication signals 
were coming out of the “bunk- 
er” and that its roof was 
painted for camouflage — but 
Western reporters at the scene 
said they saw no signs at all 
that there were any electronic 
systems, or aerials, or a 
camouflaged roof for that 
matter. 

Then came the two lies that 
added insult to injury. The 
U.S. spokesman said be bad 
“credible” evidence that Iraq 
was using its own people as 
human shields. A few minnies 
later the Saudi spokesman, 
trying to defend the American 
crime, said there were no air 
raid sirens, so why were the 
civilians in the shelter? He 


somehow forgot that when a 
city is bombarded around the 
dock people would always 
sleep in shelters. 

Contradiction came from 
Washington. In a Pentagon 
press briefing, a military in- 
telligence officer said the 
“bunker” was built as a bomb 
shelter during the Iraq- Iran 
war. and was later used as a 
military headquarters. Howev- 
er, he still could not explain 
why it was used a gain as a 
bomb shelter and why U.S. 
intelligence was unable to dis- 
cover this fact. 

All evidence leads ns to be- 
lieve one of two theories. 
Either the U.S. intelligence 
.'was not so “intelligent” after, 
' all, or the Iraqis are so super f 
that they knew exactly when 
the Stealth bombers were 
going to hit the “bunker,” re- 
moved all electronic evidence, 
repainted the roof, dismantled 
all antennas, removed all milit- 
ary personnel, rounded up a 
thousand people at gun point, 
drove them to the “bunker,” 
sealed the door and waited for 
the “smart bombs.” Quite a 
scenario. 

The events of the past month 
prove my first theory and 
more. Hours after the war be- 
gan, President Bush and his 
commanders said Iraq’s min t. 
ary power was “‘decimated.” 
Three days into the air cam- 
paign General Schwarzkopf 
real i sed that he was attacking 
decoys and heaps of plastic. 
Ten days into the campaign the 
U.S. military said they “may” 
have been hitting decoys. 
Twenty five days into the cam- 
paign and <30,000 sorties later, 
the U.S. said there were still 
“thousands” of targets to 
attack. 

Another embarrassment pit- 
ted the British when Iraq said 
Tornado jets bombing a bridge 
in Fallouja attacked civilian 
residential areas killing over 
120 people in an open market. 
Britain immediately denied the 


“claimed attack.” Its spokes- 
man in Saudi Arabia assured 
reporters that British Tornados 
did not raid any bridges on that 
day. More honor came on the 
satellite feed from Fallouja, 
distinctly showing demolislied 
apartment blocks and the flat- 
tened market. After 48 bouts 
came a brief statement from 
the British command in Saudi 
Arabia saying Tornado jets did 
carry cr the raid and that 
“one” nissile veered off 
course. The statement did not 
end; it said the command was ■ 
not aware of any civilian 
casualties. End of affair, no 
questions, no answers, and de- 
finitely no froth. "... 

;Tfie second biggest hoax 'of. T 
tii£' war was' at Khafji. H*ie' n 
U.S. spokesman said U.S. 
marines and marine jets had 
repelled two Iraqi advances on 
the city — but he ooukl not 
explain why the third advance 
was not challenged. 

He said the U.S. was not 
involved in the battle to retake 
Khafji but — he could not 
explain why U.S. marines were 
shown on television shelling 
Khafji wfrfle their Cobra heli- 
copters fired missiles into the 
Iraqi-held dty. 

The U.S. spokesnan could 
not explain that to pool re- 
ports, saying U.S. troops 
allowed the Iraqi tanks to 
come in after they saw their 
turrets pointing backwards, a 
sign of surrender. 

He also could not explain 
bow a few hundred Iraqis 
could occupy, allied front posi- 
tions despite allied superiority 
in the area, heavy fortifica- 
tions, 17 satellites, round-the- 
clock surveillance, reconnaiss- 
ance flights, electronic moni- 
toring technology, etc. 

The spokesman denied that 
any allied PoWs were taken in 
the operation, and that no 
U.S. women soldiers were 
taken prisoner as Iraq claimed. 
Three days later be said (me 
woman soldier was mi«ing 


How, where and why? Ten 
days later an Iraqi soldier sur- 
renders and says he was one of 
the people who escorted the 
woman soldier from Khafji to 
Basra. We are then told that 

- die went "waang along with 
another male specialist, who is 
definitely in Iraqi hands now. 

So, does this mean that PoWs 
were taken from Khafji or that 
the two PoWs in question have 
somehow readied die “evacu- 
ated” dty where they were 
c aptur ed? 

While the U.S. stressed that 
no PoWs were taken, I spoke 
to an eye witness who swears 
that soores of American, Saudi 

- and Qatari aokfieraweie takeriwo - 
from Khafji. .He knows so be* ntt 
cause his brother (a Jordanian 
national who -serves in die 
Qatari army and wbowas cap- 
tured along with those PoWs) 
told him when be visited him 

. somewhere in Iraq that most of 
die allied POWs were c a p t ure d 
in the Khafji Beach Hotel. 

Afore lies came fxxtm the 
UJ. in justifying the bombing 
of Jordanian tankera ferrying 
petrol from Iraq (as permitted 
by the United Nations as part 
of a special arrangement for 
Jordan). . The U.S. spokes- 
man said the trucks were car- 
rying Send missile parts to 
Iraq, as claimed by the Saudi 
press — but be could not ex- 
plain why all the attacked 
trucks were heading from Iraq 
to Jordan. Nor could he ex- 
plain how an F-15 pilot would 
be able to find out whether the 
tankers were carrying weapons 
or not. Nor could be explain 
why crvffian cars and buses 
were constantly attacked on 
die Baghdad- Amman high- 
way. And again I have an 
eyewitness who says that after 
th eir bus was at tacked with two 
“issiles, the pilot returned to 
nse m a rit megun fire against 
the fleeing passengers, who 
survived the blasts. Nearly 50 
people were killed in that par- 


ticular incident Why does it 
seem that someone in 
Washington or Saudi Arabia 
knows all the facts that the 
others do not, ami has convinc- 
ing answers to all those ques- 
tions. How can someone with 
90 modi impunity convince me 
that he or the bomber pBot 
knows exactly what is inside 
the track, bos, car, or “bunk- 
er” under attack? 

These are some of the count- 
less bes that went unchallenged 
to contribute to the Western 
civilisation and its credibility in 
die area and the world at large. 

I dunk it is time for the West to 
wake up before it is too late. 

We in Jqrtten. haye always 
feared theconfiict tooome and 
warned on 
all parties. Onr peace over- 
tores have been portrayed as , 
rejecting the international will.* 
We know that peace was possi- 
ble without spilling a drop of 
Mood. We also believe that the 
world has been lied to in pre- 
paration for K-day. 

The lies of the past are being 
complemented by more lies to 
hide the true intentions of the 
war in die Golf. Many believe 
that the killing of civilians is a 
deliberate policy to press u re 
the Iraqi people into killing or 
revolting against Saddam Hus- 
rein, thus ending the war be- 
fore the most dreaded ground 
battle begins. In the meantime 
the lies will continue, and the 
allied stubbornness in dealing 
with what they call i rref u t a ble, 
credible and dear evidence re- 
minds me of an Arabic tale of 
sutbbomness. 

Two men were arguing ab- 
out an object in the field. One 
man stressed that it was a goat. 
The other insisted that it was a 
bird. While their heated de- 
bate continued die object took 
flight- “You see it was a bird, 
look how it is flying,” said the 
first man. “No,” said the 
second man stubbornly, “it is a 
goat even if It flew.” 


«■* * 


LETTERS 


Clarification 

To the Editor: 

I wish to refer to the article published in the 19th. February issue of 
the Jordan Times under the beading “Pakistan and Turkey stop ...” 
in which Mr. Arafat Hijazi, member of the Palestinian delegation is 
reported to have said that the Turkish Embassy had declined to issue 
visas to the Palestinian members of the delegation. 

I would like to inform you that this report is untrue. The fact is that 
the diplomatic passport of His Eminence Sheikh AbdnJ Hamid A1 
Sayeh and other members of the delegation were presented to the 
embassy on Feb. 18. In order to issue gratis visas, the embassy 
requested an official letter, indicating the names of the delegation as 
. is the procedure in the case of an official delegation. This was not 
done and the passports were not returned to the embassy for the 
visas. 

I would like to reiterate that the embassy is more than ready to 
issue visas to members of the Palestinian delegation. 1 

Mustafa Vardar, 
Charge d’ Affairs, 
Turkish Embassy. 

God is greater 

To the Editor: 

We are all impressed very much with the technology and 
civilisation of the West. We have every reason to be. They are 
proving rhemselves to us. more and more everyday. Their surgical 
bombing is fantastic, very precise, very decisive." They make no 
mistakes-.. No mistakes indeed. When you hit museums, hospit- 
als, nurseries and shelters so skillfully you make people miserable; 
these miserable people srart hating Saddam Hussein. When they 


start hating Saddam they start loving Mr. Bush. Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Major. Mrs. Thatcher. Monsieur Mitterrand, H.M. King Fahd...! 

Or is it the other way around? That's bothering the Western 
allies: When you hear BBC World Service you find out they don’t 
give a damn about innocent civilians... They are worried if this last 
tragedy would make Saddam Hussein more popular, is he going to 
use it as a propaganda tool? But then they say if he hadn’t entered 
Kuwait, all these innocent people would have lived and all the 
rubbish we’re used to hear... They should, by now, know better 
than that. This man loves his country, loves his people and he is 
fighting not only for his people, but he is fighting the evil in this 
world. He is fighting for the good and pure Arabs, he is fighting for 
all the good and pure people of the whole world. He doesn’t need 
rhe propaganda of the shelter victims to be popular. He just wants 
. to stop the fears of these people once and for all. He is going to be 
ondentood, be is going to be loved more and more each day. He is 
going to win everybody’s heart in the world except those who think 
themselves to be chosen. Yes. thev were chosen once upon a lime, 
but then God Himself cursed them for they caused corruption 9° 

; Earth. Since then they are cursed and they know it very . 
through their own Holy book. And they know also very’ wen that 
their end will come soon. So now they trying to manipulate God. 
As they underestimate everybody, they underestimate God. God 
is greater. 

Gulchio Lam bag, 
Amman, 

A killing order 

To the Editor : 

The indiscriminate shelling of a public shelter in Baghdad 
Wednesday, exposes the U.S. maUntentions. and refutes all the 
allegations and justifications the U.S.-led alliance bad used to 
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By Jim Wolf 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — The Gulf 
tides are right for an amphi- 
bious landing. The next few 
nights are moonless — well- 
suited to heighten the 
advantage over Iraq in high-tech 
night-fighting gear. 

U.S- and allied forces are said 
to be as ready as they ever will be 
to launch what could be the 
largest land battle since World 
War n. 

And some experts say they 
could lose their edge if the offen- 
sive were delayed for a week or 
more because favourable weath- 
er will have eroded by then. 

But Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev added a new twist on 
Monday that conld affect 
whether and when the troops are 
ordered into action — an ele- 
ment that may be irksome to 
President George Bush. 

With U.S.-led forces poised to 
attack Iraqi troops in Kuwait, 
Gorbachev gave new proposals 
to Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz to head off the looming 
'ground war. Details were not 
immediately disclosed, but a 
Sonet spokesman said Moscow 
expected a “reply without delay." 

The White House quickly 
made dear on Monday that its 
hopes for forcing Iraq from 
Kuwait rested on war — and that 
it was doubtful the Soviet peace 
plan would avert the ground 
phase. 

“AO of our hopes at this point 
are on the conflict — in the air 
and on the ground in terms of 
pushing Iraq out of Kuwait," 
Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said in Kennebunkport, Maine, 
where Bush was spending a holi- 
day weekend. 

Asked whether the timing of a 
laxd offensive might be delayed 
to see where the Soviet plan 
leads, Fitzwater said; “I 
wouldn’t make any assump- 
tions." 

The Gorbachev proposal left 
Bush with a series of delicate 
problems. One of these is avoid- 
ing an appearance of rushing 
into a .potentially bloody battle 
when a~dipIomatic option was 
available's .c 

' Against this and other consul- - 
nations, including concern for 
Soviet support] Bush must ba- 
lance a host of military and 
strategic considerations. 

One is the U.S. and allied 
troops, who have been stream- 
ing north cowards the Sandi- 
Knwaiti border in recent days, 
could be jarred and left off 
balance by the delay. 

Donald Rumsfeld, U.S. de- 
fence secretary from 1975 to 



Mikhail Gorbachev 

1977, said it was very difficult to 
m a in tain a state of top readiness 
indefinitely. 

“You can lean forward in the 
trench only so long, and at some 
point you have either have to go 
forward or ease back some- 
what," he said in an interview on 
Cable News Network. 

Bush also may want the land 
battle sooner rather than later to 
avoid an outcome that might 
leave President Saddam Hussein 
in power, with the potential, to • 
rebuild his forces in a matter of 
years. 

Though Saddam's ouster is 
not one of Bush’s uppermost 
declared goals, the administra- 
tion’s strategy would not be en- 
tirely fulfilled if he managed to 
stay on, U.S. officials and law- 
makers have acknowledged. 

“I would say that there is a 
very strong feeling that Saddam 
Hussein’s leadership is going to 
make it very, very difficult to 
negotiate or to see safety in the 
Middle East following tills war," 
said Senator Richard Lngar of 
Indiana, a member of the Fore- 
ign Relations Committee. 

Allied commanders said last 
Friday they were close to a key 
objective, destruction of all of 
Iraq’s front-line armour. That 
would pave the way for allied 
battle plans emphasising speed, 
manoeuvring ability and high- 
technology weapons. 

Other factors driving the pos- 
sibility of an eariy offensive are 
the approach of the Saudi sum- 
mer in March,. with its scorching 
beat and 1 blinding -sandstorms. . 
that nray- interfere -with high- 
technology weapons, and the im- 
portance of ending the conflict 
by the time Muslim pilgrims 
journey to Mecca in June. 

Western diplomats have 
warned that the Haj, as the 
journey of more than two mil- 
lion Muslim pilgrims is known, 
would be difficult for Saudi Ara- 
bia to manage if the war were 
still .continuing. 


Aziz 


(Continued from page 1) 


**... The emprises wtQ be unleashed 
and then it wiD be impossible to stop a 
series of horrible s ur pri se s," it said. 

Iraq has previously threat en ed to 
Me chemical weapons in die war. So 
far its imailcs aimed at Israel and 
ShxS Arabia have been armed with 
conventional explosi v es. 

Baghdad Radio said President 
Saddam chaired a meeting of top 
aides Tuesday at which the agri- 
cultural situation in the country 
was discussed, the radio reported. 
Mr. Aziz (fid not attend the meet- 
ing. 

The radio said in a brief report 
that Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Wahab AJ Sabbagh was among 
those present. Some members of 


the ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council also attended, it 
said. 

At the United Nations, Soviet 
Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov said 
Tuesday he expected the Iraqi 
foreign minister to return to Mos- 
cow on Wednesday and was hop- 
ing “for a positive reply” on the 
Soviet initiative. 

“We expect the arrival of Mr. 
Tareq Aziz in Moscow tomorrow 
and we are looking forward, I 
would say, for the positive reply of 
the Iraqi government,” Mr. 
Vorontsov told reporters after 
briefing the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 


Jordan’s image in the Western media: 
wrong themes that have to go 


By Serene Halasa 

THE WESTERN media habi- 
tually loves themes. First, it 
does everything possible to 
construct them. Then, it is a 
never-ending process to harp 
on them. 

For one reason or another, 
the theme in which Jordan has 
been held captive by the West- 
ern media for the past six and a 
half months is one which por- 
rrays it as a weak Kingdom, 
sandwiched between an enemy 
neighbour, Israel, and an old 
aggressive ally. Iraq. 

Ever since the Gulf crisis 
erupted on Aug. 2. Jordan has 
been made to be-part of one or 
more of basically two sub 
rhemes. The first portrays Jor- 
dan as taking a pro-Iraqi stand 
in order to satisfy a large 
Palestinian majority, and the 
various Jordanian fun- 
damentalist movements. The 
second is that the Kingdom has 
been pressured by the Iraqi 
government to take this posi- 
tion. 

One vivid example of the 
way Jordan is depicted in the 
Western media those days is an 
article which appeared in last 
week's Newsweek magazine. 


By Jack Redden 

Renter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The strains in Israeh-American 
relations obscured by the Gulf 
crisis have re-emerged, showing 
tiie two countries in basic dis- 
agreement over solving the 
Palestinian problem. 

The issue was at the heart of 
their relations before Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait last Aug. 2. It 
resurfaced after an attack on 
U.S. policy last week by Israeli 
Ambassador to Washington Zal- 
man Shoval, followed im- 
mediately by a stinging Amer- 
ican rebuttal. 

The argument was over 
Washington’s refusal to release 
$400 minion in loan guarantees 
until Israel provides more details 
of its plans for settling Israelis on 
occupied land. Bat that it is only 
a small part of the overall dis- 
pute. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir last year foiled U.S. efforts 
to end the conflict over the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip but Washington has prom- 
ised to return to the issue after 
the Gulf war. 

‘ In anticipation, Shamir’s gov- 
ernment has been adopting 
hardline positions that win com- 
plicate any peace effort. 

This month Shamir expanded 
his ruling coalition by adding the 
two-man Moledet Party, an 
openly anti-Arab party consi- 
dered the most extreme in par- 
liament. 

While the United States talks 
about arrangements for regional 
security Shamir talks about new 
understanding of Israel’s distrust 
of its neighbours and need to 
remain strong. 

Last Friday, Shamir said he 
wanted an Israel stretching 
from tiie Mediterranean to the 
Jordan River — incorporating 
the occupied lands where 1.75 


entitled "All unquiet on the 
western front. Saddam is trying 
to draw Jordan into the con- 
flict.” In that article, the wri- 
ter. Christopher Dickey, por- 
trays Jordan as a helpless little 
kingdom, and its.monarch. as a 
leader pressured from within 
by certain groups and "influen- 
tial fundamentalist leaders.” 
who "fervently support Sad- 
dam.” 

Well. I think. I speak on 
behalf of a majority of Jorda- 
nians when I say that the kind 
of pressure Jordan is under is 
not one from within, but an 
external one. This external 
pressure exerted on Jordan, is 
unlike the one Dickey de- 
- scribes in his article as coming 
from Iraq, but one coming 
from another nation, the Un- 
ited Slates of America. Mr. 
Dickey might know this, 
although he. does not say it in 
his article. 

The U.S.. he might recall, 
has exerted all kinds of press- 
ure on Jordan since the onset 
of the crisis in order to bring 
the Kingdom and its monarch 
in the anti-Iraqi camp. Press- 
ures ranged from political to 
economic, to other forms. For 
example, when the United Na- 
tions issued a resolution en- 


forcing a trade embargo and 
sanctions against Iraq. Jordan 
indirectly fell victim to this 
resolution. American war ships 
stationed near the Tiran Straits 
in the Red Sea. claiming to 
monitor Jordan’s compliance 
with the U.N. mandate, kept 
turning back, and harassing 
Jordan-bound vessels. This en- 
forcement. further hampered 
the already weakened Jorda- 
nian economy. Although the 
American administration 
admitted more than once Jor- 
dan's compliance with the 
U.N. resolutions, the harrass- 
ment never stopped. 

Pressure by the U.S. on Jor- 
dan mounted after the start of 
the Gulf war on Jan. 17. Civi- 
lian cars, and oil tankers were 
targened on the only civilian 
highway linking Jordan with 
Iraq killing many Jordanian 
citizens. The American admi- 
nistration. in an effort to jus- 
tify these attacks on Jordan, 
claimed that Jordan was violat- 
ing the U.N. embargo, disre- 
garding the fact that Jordan 
had made an arrangement with 
Lhe U.N. sanctions committee 
to import oil from Iraq, until 
another alternative source was 
found. Jordan has now started 
to import oil from Syria, but 


unfortunately the bombing of 
civilian targets has not ceased. 

When the King "spoke with 
conviction about the suffering 
of the Iraqi people, but failed 
to mention either Kuwait or 
Saddam Hussein.” the United 
States "responded with a re- 
view of aid to Jordan and the 
threat of a possible cut." This 
new pressure, exerted by the 
U.S. on the Kingdom of Jor- 
dan for its perceived pro-Iraqi 
stand, proves that the country 
trying to draw Jordan into the 
conflict is not Iraq, but is the 
Llnited States. When the King 
made his speech, he made it 
with a deep conviction stem- 
ming from the conscience of an 
Arab leader who does not look 
kindly upon the suffering and 
targeting of Arab people, and 
the destruction of a fellow 
Arab country. Mr. Dickey 
might want to know that the 
only pressure that His Majesty 
was under, is one reflecting his 
duty as a world leader, seeking 
peace, and not the destruction 
of this region. 

"For the moment the King 
feels no direct pressure from 
Iraq to enter the fight. 'None 
at all’ he says." writes Mr. 
Dickey in his article in an 
apparent contradiction to the 


thrust of his article, which is 
that Jordan is pressured by 
Iraq to enter the war. 

"Militarily. Jordan's best de- 
fence may be the allied bom- 
bers clearing Iraq's western de- 
sert of everything that moves.” 
Mr. Dickey also writes in his arti- 
cle. Well again I think I speak 
on behalf of many Jordanians 
when I say that we Jordanians 
would rather ourselves fight 
and defend our country than 
have U.S. planes bombing our 
civilians in order to protect us 
from Iraq. 

In the article. Mr. Dickey 
claims that Jordan "is the 
closest front Saddam has to 
Israel, which he desperately 
hopes to draw into the con- 
flict.” Again I would like to 
remind Mr. Dickey that facts 
speak louder than words. 1 
believe that Iraq has done a 
pretty good job so far. it has 
repeatedly and successfully 
launched missile attacks 
against Israel without having io 
cross Jordanian territories. But 
if his argument extends further 
to include an awaited Israeli 
retaliation against the multiple 
Iraqi missile attacks on its ter- 


ritories. through Jordanian -oil ' 
or airspace, then I believe tviat 
it is time he started looking: at 
this conflict with a broader :md 
more in depth look. 

Mr. Dickey, might want to. 
think that, if the nations which 
are today forming an alliance 
against a so-called Iraqi aggres- 
sion. worked with the sam e 
enthusiasm to solve the Ar:tl> 
Israeii conflict, all this blood- 
shed would have been avoided, 
and the continuous Iraqi 
attacks on the Jewish suite 
would have been totally un- 
necessary. 

In the U.S.. Americans 
pride themselves on having a 
democracy, but when another 
world country exrcises a 
democracy that does not see 
eye to eye with their kind of 
democracy, they automatically 
brandish it as either a weak 
democracy or an undemocratic 
democracy. All we Arabs de- 
mand of the foreign media in 
our region today, is to give a 
clear, factual picture of what is 
really going on and to place 
some more effort in trying to 
understand this part of the 
world and its people. 


The writer is on the staff of the Jordan Times. 


Israel-U.S. dispute over 
Palestinians re-emerges 
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million Palestinians have been 
fighting for independence for the 
past 38 months. 

“This is my personal belief 
and my dream," Shamir said of 
his position in peace talks. 

Opposition members of par- 
liament said last week the gov- 


ernment planned to build 12,000 
new homes in the West Bank in 
the next three years. They said 
1,000 mobile homes yrcrald be 
moved into the area. 

It would add at least 50,000 
Israelis to the West Bank and 
that does not include a vast 


building prog ram me in Arab 
East Jerusalem, captured in the 
same 1967 war as the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. Most countries 
inducting the United Stales do 
not recognise the annexation of 
East Jerusalem. 

Israeli settlement in the occu- 




pied territories goes to the heart 
of the disagreement with 
Washington. The latest building 
plans formed the backdrop for 
last week’s diplomatic explosion. 

Washington, which considers 
settlement in the territories an 
obstacle to peace, had deman- 


ded details of housing plans be- 
fore giving the $400 million in 
loan guarantees to house Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

Israeli spending in the occu- 
pied territories is hard to un- 
ravel, appearing in items such as 
military construction that pro- 
vides roads or subsidies tc for- 
mers. A year ago government 
money was secretly channeled to 
buy Christian property in Jeru- 
salem’s old dty. 

The credibility of Israeli in- 
formation, which Washington 
already appeared to doubt, was 
not helped by last week’s revela- 
tion of housing plans not dis- 
dosed even to the Israeli public. 

Israel’s apparent readiness to 
battle Washington could not 
come at a worse time for the 
■ 'Jewish state. Last month it sug- 
gested the United States pro- 
vide $10 billion in aid to settle 
the million Soviet immigrants 
expected by 1993. 

Shoval demanded Washington 
compensate Israel for Gulf war 
losses, such as the collapse of 
tourism and higher oil prices. He 
complained Israel has "not re- 
ceived one cent of aid.” 

That must have touched a raw 
nerve in a capital risking lives 
and spending billions of dollars 
to fight Israel’s most formid- 
able Arab enemy. Washington 
defends Israeli dries with U.S.- 
manned Patriot missile and 
gives annual grants of $3 bil- 
lion. 

Perhaps Israel was convinced 
the international praise it won by 
not retaliating for Iraqi missile 
attacks — which could have dis- 
rupted the U.S.-led coalition in 
the Gulf — guaranteed a strong 
bargaining position after the 
war. 

But Israeli anxiety over the 
$400 million in loans shows that 
Shamir's government under- 
stands the extent of U.S. finan- 
dal leverage — and fears 
Washington will use it. 
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Sampdoria aiming high 


By Reuter 

SAMPDORIA. The new clear 
leaders of the Italian soccer first 
division, have set their sights high 
for the rest of the season. 

The Genoa team face a hectic 
few weeks of league. Italian Cup 
and European Cup Winners Cup 
matches, but striker Roberto 
Mancini believes they can ride it 
« >ut. 

Speaking before Sampdoria's 
Italian Cup quarter-final second- 
leg tie against Torino Tuesday. 
Mancini said: 

“You could say that being a 
mature side means that we ought 
io be able to abandon one com- 
petition and concentrate on 
another. 

“But Sampdoria are not made 
like that, we want to win every- 
thing. league title. Cup Winners 
Cup and Italian Cup." 

Sampdoria coach Vujadin Bas- 
kov. whose team lost their first-leg 
tie 1-0. was expected to wait until 
shortly before kick-off before 
naming his team after a string of 
injuries in Sunday's 1-0 home win 
against Juventus. 

Juventus hope to atone for that 
defeat in their quarter-final tie at 
home against Roma Wednesday. 
Junventus will be defending a 1-1 
scoreline from the first leg. 

AC Milan. Sampdoria's cham- 
pionship rivals, can afford the 
luxury of fielding a reserve side in 


their quarter-final tie against Bari 
Wednesday. AC Milan defend a 
1-0 lead at their own San Siro 
Stadium. 

Milan coach Arrigo Sacchi will 
rest his Dutch trio, Frank Ri- 
jkaard. Ruud Gullit and Marco 
Van Basten. five other first team 
players plus captain Franco Baresi 
will also have the day off. 

Baresi dislocated his shoulder in 
Sunday's 3-1 win over Lazio and 
could be out for more than two 
weeks, making him a doubtful 
starter for AC Milan’s European 
Cup home tie against Marseille on 
March 6. 

Napoli travel to Bolognia for 

Wednesday’s fourth quarter-final, 
one goal down and once again 
unsettled by the long-running saga 
surrounding captain Diego Mara- 
dona. The Argentine said this 
week he would soon retire from 
the game. 

French soccer, staggering from 
crisis to crisis, has been hit by a 
third threatened strike in quick 
succession. Players at first division 
Names said they may refuse to 
take to the pitch unless salary 
arrears are paid. 

The players said the club, slip- 
ping fast towards the relegation 
zone, has not paid them since 
November. 

Recently, a national players 
strike over plans to restrict free- 
dom of contract and a strike by 
Marseille over a ban on dub Presi- 


dent Bernard Tapie were 
threatened but iater called off. 

In the Netherlands. Feyenoord 
Rotterdam's Sjaak Troost broke 
his leg again in training Monday 
after finally recovering from a 
fracture on the same leg last sea- 
son. The 31 -vear-old defender 
may never return on the highest 
soccer level. 

Botrom-of-the-rable Heeren- 
veen have taken Romanian striker 
Rodion Camataru on loan from 
Belgian first divison side Charler- 
oi. 

But Camataru. who has some 70 
caps, will only be able to play for 
Heerenveen if he gets a work 
permit. Brazilian striker Marcus 
Jose Rodriguez and Soviet players 
Merab Jordania and Vaja Ivania 
have all been denied permits to 
play for the club since the begin- 
ning of the season. 

In Spain. Atletico Madrid's Por- 
tuguese star Paulo Futre was 
quoted Tuesday as saying he was 
not interested in leaving the Span- 
ish ream despite a reported offer 
from Juventus. 

“I am very happy in Madrid and 
so far I am planning to finish my 
career abroad with Atletico." he 
told the AS Sports newspaper. 
“Over my possible transfer. I can't 
say anything because this has to be 
resolved between (Atletico chair- 
man) Jesus Gil and the Italians. 

“The thought of Italy doesn't 
keep me awake at night." 


Maradona to retire this year 


ROME (R) — Argentine captain 
1 Diego Maradona, under investiga- 
tion for possible links with a vice ■ 
ring, gays he will give up soocer 
and leave Naples at the end of the 
season. 

IFollowing recent allegations of 
involvement in a drugs and pros- 
titution racket in the city, Marado- 
na repeated on Italian television 
Tuesday fccs intention to retire 
from soccer at the end of the 
season: 


‘Tm going to go back to Argen- 
tina at the end of the season and I 
won't play again, ever, at least ax a 
professional level. 

‘Tm leaving Naples because I 
don't want people saying to (my 
daughter) Dalmita that her father 
sells drugs.” 

Maradona, whose contract at 
Italian champions Napoli expires 
in 1993, suggested the accusations 
were the result of a vendetta 
against him and designed to take 


attention off Naples’ problems by 
focusing on his alleged misdoings. 

Naples public prosecutor Vit- 
torio Sbordone said last week 
Maradona was being investigated 
on suspicion that he may have 
asked for drugs and prostitutes 
from the Cantona, the local 
mafia. 

The stocky midfielder said he 
had been framed and denied evem 
using drugs. 


Platini to risk Cantona in crucial tie 


PARIS (R) — French team boss 
Michel Platini indicated Monday 
he would play Eric Cantona in 
Wednesday’s European Cham- 
pionship qualifier with Spain even 
though the striker has played just - 
47 minutes of soccer in three .. 

months. • ~$ r 

Cantona, the “enfant terrible 
of French soccer, has only just 
recovered from a knee injury sus- 
tained in late October and his 
Marseille dub have sent Mm on 
only briefly as substitute in two 


recent league matches. 

But Platini is deariy anxious to 
[day the gifted forward in Paris 
alongside his dub mate Jean- 
Piene Papin. 

That would re-unite a deadly 
striking partnership which has ‘ 
been,atthe heart of a-French ran 
of success during which die tide 
has remained unbeaten for almost 
two years. 

“The side has been in place for 
two years and has not been losing. 
My inclination is to keep it," said 


Platini. “The main question was to 
know whether Eric had complete- 
ly recovered physically. Now we 
are sure he has. 

“From my point of view, he is 
100 per cent. I am not running a 
big risk by playing Mm.” 

France lead Group 1 with max- 
imum points from t hree matches 
and would take a big stride to- 
wards the European Cham- 
pionship finals in Sweden next 
year if they beat Spain. 


Portugal 
seeks 
convincing 
win over 
Malta 

OPORTO, Portugal (R) — Por- 
tugal are anxious to make amends 
for their poor performance in Mal- 
ta 10 days ago when they take on 
tire tiny island nation in their 
return European Soccer Quun- 
pionship qualifying match 
Wednesday. 

Malta, with one point taken off 
Finland, were unlucky not to have 
[ticked up a second as Portugal 
struggled to a 1-0 victory which 
[ait them top of Group 6. 

Portugal's manager Artur Jorge 
said they needed a convincing win 
to recover from the psychological 
damage of their last two matches. 

“In Greece we played well and 
lost and in Valletta we were dis- 
appointing, especially in the 
second half, and won," he said. 

It took heroics from young goal- 
keeper Vi tor Baia and a dead-ball 
goal from star wingeT Paulo Fu- 
ture to earn the necessary two 
points to keep aKve Portugal’s 
hopes of qualifying for the fina l s in 
Sweden next year. 

The Netherlands and Greece 
trail Portugal by one point but 
both have a game in hand. 

The Portuguese, semrftnaHsts in 
1984, also need an emphatic win 
to improve their goal difference 
which is far inferior to the Dutch 
who thrashed Malta 8-0 in Vallet- 
ta. 

Their record against the Mal- 
tese, whose morale was lifted con- 
siderably by the last result, does 
not suggest they will inflict a heavy 
defeat. 

Although Portugal have won 
four of the five matches between 
fee two. none was by more than 
two goals. And Malta can look 
back proudly to March 1987 when 
they drew 2-2 in Funchal. 

“Malta is tradition ally a difficult 
adversary for the “Portuguese," 
coach Horst Heese said on arrival 
in the northern city of Oporto. 

The suspension of defender Joe 
Galea, sent off in injury time of 
tiie first match, could be critical as 
be neutralised Atletico Madrid 
winger Future, to whom Portugal 
look for inspiration as well as 
goals. 

Portuguese spirits will also be 
lifted by playing at the Antas 
Stadium rsccne of their stirring 1-0 
victory over tire Netherlands last 
October. 

The home side will be without 
midfielder Rui Banos, who has 
tendinitis and is replaced by Jorge 
Cadete. 


Becker withdraws from Stuttgart classic 


STUTTGART, Germany (AP) — 
Boris Becker will take a month off 
with a hamstring injury, delaying 
bis attempt to regain the No. 1 
world ranking in tennis. 

Ion Tiriac, Becker’s manager, 
announced Monday that Becker 
sit out to heal an injury to his 
upper thigh. He defaulted Satur- 
day in a tour namen t in Belgium, 
costing him the No. 1 ranking to 
Sweden’s Stefan Edberg. 

“Hb body has ran out gas," said 
Tiriac, who blamed an extensive 
schedule that included Davis Cup 
matches for the injury. 

Becker gained the top spot in 
the ATP Tour computer after 
winning the Australian Open for 
the first time in his career in 
January. 

But he held it only 20 days 
before de faultin g with a strained 
tianretiriTig in tbe semifinals of the 
Donnay Indoor Championships in 
Brussels. 

Although he was beaten in tire 
semifinals by eventual winner Guy 
Forget, Edberg recaptured the 
No. 1-ranking he had held for 24 
weeks before being dethroned by 
Becker. Edberg now leads by 17 
points and will play in Stuttgart. 

Becker will begin Ms hiatns by 
sitting out tbe Si-million Stuttgart 
Eurocard Classic, which he won 
last year. That will cost Mm a large 
number of points to Edberg on the 


ATP Tour computer. 

Tiriac said Becker is being tre- 
ated by Dr, Hans-Wilhem 
MueDer-Wohlfaith. He said Beck- 
er had been drained after the heat 
of tire Australian s umm er. 

"He played seven tough match- 
es in Australia, then went to ptay 
Davis Cup without time to re- 
generate,’' Tiriac said. 

"He made the Davis Cop ms 
priority this time and^ wanted to 
play no matter what.” 

Becker, who guided Germany 
to Davis Cup championships in 
1988 and 1989, skipped the com- 
petition last year, saying he 
wanted to concentrate on gaining 
tbs No. 1 ranking. But he rejoined 

the this year, and played two 

tough singles and a doubles match 
in fagrf mg Gennany to a narrow 

■victory over Italy earlier tins 
month. 

Tiriac said Becker was set on 
regaining the No. 1 spot but would 
not risk a more serious injury. 

“His future is not in tire compu- 
ter," Tiriac said. “His future is to 
play good tennis, and HI bet you 
anything that he will be No. 1 


In Brussels, Becker criticised 
the ATP Tour for forcing him into 
too many events to protect Ms 
ranking. He accepted a wild-card 
entry in Brusseb to try to stay atop 

the rankings. 



Boris Becker 


India’s Krishnan falls 
to Garrow in U.S. indoor 


MEMPHIS. Tennesse (R) — 

Ramesh Krishnan of India was the 

Mutest upset victim of tbe day in 
the first round of tire $750,000 
U.S. Indoor Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

The tournament's top names, 
including Ivan Lendl, Pete Sam- 
pras, Andres Gomez and Brad 
Gilbert, all received first round 
byes and did not play Monday. 

Krishnan, ranked 85th in the 
world, had expected to play Milan 


Srejber of Czechoslovakia, but 
instead faced Brian Garrow of the 
United States when Srejber did 
not turn up. 

Garrow, a solid serve and volley 
player ranked 106 th, defeated 
Krishnan 7-6, 3-6, 7-6. 

Krishnan, countering Garrow* s 
blistering serve and volley attack 
with pinpoint passing shots that 
grazed the sidelines, readied 6-6 
and the tiebreak in the first set. 


2 seeded players fall 
in Slims of Oklahoma 


Soviet official calls Klimova drug test a mistake 


MOSCOW (AP) — A Soviet 
sports official said Tuesday a drug 
test that ice dance figure skating 
champion Marina Klimova failed 
last week at the European Cham- 
pionships in Sofia. Bulgaria, “was 
a mistake." 

Vasily Gromyko, a deputy 
sports minister, also said at a 
news conference that the test in 
Sofia in late January was flawed. 

“The Sofia anti-doping labora- 
tory is not accredited at the IOC 
Medical Commission. 

“Istvan Sugar, a judge from 
Hungary, was appointed the head 
of testing commission in Sofia, 
but he had no official right for 
that." Gromyko said. 

He added that a Bulgarian doc- 
tor sealed the urine sample used 
in the test, and said only an 
international Skating Union 
(ISU) representative is autho- 


rised for that. 

“A crude violation of the con- 
fidential character of the analysis 
was committed in making public 
Us result." 

ISU General-Secretary Beat 
Haesler said on Feb. 12 that 
analysis of the initial urine sample 
from Klimova, who won the 
European ice dance title with 
husband-partner Sergei Pono- 
marenko. suggested steroid use. 

Results of the second test were 
expected this week. If the second 
test is positive, Klimova and 
Ponomarenko would be stripped 
of their European title, won dur- 
ing the week-long ban from the 
sport, including the 1992 Winter 
Olympics in Albertville. France. 

Klimova, who attended the 
Soviet news conference, said she 
“was stunned" when she heard 
the news. 


“I cherish my hopes that justice 
will triumph." she said. 

Natalia Dubova, a leading 
Soviet coach, ridiculed drugs us- 
age by figure skaters in dance 
events and said it is “an absurd 
mistake of Bulgarian drug con- 
trol." 

Olympic champion Alexander 
Gorshkov said Klimova and 


Ponomarenko already have suf- 
fered morally. 

“This tragic mistake already 
made it very difficult for them to 
train for ‘the coming World 
Championships." 

The World Championships will 
be staged on March 11-17 in 
Munich. Germany. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 
(Agencies) — Brenda Schultz of 
the Netherlands and American 
Linda Harvey-Wild both sent, 
seeded players packing in the first 
round of the $150,000 Virginia 
Slims of Oklahoma Tennis 
Tournament. 

Schultz, runner-up here in 
1988, eliminated fourth-seeded 
American Meredith McGrath 4-6 
6-2 6-4, while Harvey-Wild 
ousted sixth-seeded compatriot 
Susan Sloane 6-2 6-2. 

Schultz had mixed feelings ab- 
out faring McGrath in her first 
match. She and the American 
have the same coach, Juan Nunez 
of Chile, and are sharing a hotel 
room for the tournament. 

“It’s tough to play against 
friends," said Schultz, who is 
ranked number 72. “You'd rather 
play against someone else, so you 
could both go to the second 
round. We kind of made jokes 
about it. but in" your heart you 


don’t want to do it.” 

Harvey-WUd said she pays lit 
tie attention to seedings. “Seed- 
ings aren’t too important They 
arq based pn what players have 
done in the past, not what they are 
doing when they play you,” 
Harvey-Wild said. 

Two other seeds bad smoother 
sailing. 

Second seed ConcMta Mar- 
tinez of Spain advanced 6-2 6-0 
over American Mary Lou 
Daniels, and third-seeded Amy 
Frazier beat fellow-American 
Peanut Louie Harper 64 7-6. 

Top seed Jana Novotna of 
Czechoslovakia, this year's Au- 
stralian Open runner-up, will 
play her opening match on Tues- 
day against American Carrie 
Cunningham. 

MeanwMle Jennifer Capriati 
has entered the $500,000 Virginia 
Slims of Florida in what wall mark 
the one-year anniversary of -her 
professional debut at the 1990' 
Virginia Slims. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

•3 IBM Trsjun* M«H« S*rv*e«. Inc 


DEFENSIVE STRATEGY 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

6 J 3 

?J4 

v AKQ1092 

* A Q 4 

WEST EAST 

4 8 7 6 * A Q 10 9 2 

v K 9 6 3 T AQ2 

V 3 V 8 7 6 

* 9 8 7 6 5 * 3 2 

SOUTH 

* K 5 4 

7 10 8 7 S 

'> J 5 4 

* K J 10 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

10 1 * 1 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of ♦ 

One of the reasons why bridge 
experts mature later than chess 
prodigies is the fact that bridge is a 
partnership game. It Is easier to 
master the pure position of chess, 
where you see every piece in play, 
than to work out what partner has 
in bridge.- This hand is a typical 
case. 

Suppose that, as East, you were 
defending against an opposing three 
no trump contract. Once South has 
shown a spade stopper. North’s 
trick-taking power certainly merits 
a jump to game. 


Your partner dutifully leads the 
eight of your suit. Most defenders 
we know would be so delighted that 

the jack of spades appeared in dum- 
my, which means declarer has only 
one stopper, that they would not be 
able to wail either to play ihe cen of 
spades to the first trick, or else win 
the ace and continue with the queen 
to pin the jack. As can be seen, that 
gives declarer 10 fast tricks. 

Those Easts who take some time 
before playing to the first trick to 
consider what their strategy should 
be. will realize the futility of pursu- 
ing spades. East can see that declar- 
er has six diamond tricks— seven in 
all if given a spade — meaning that 
only two more tricks would be re- 
quired to score the game. Even if 
declarer doesn't have tbe king of 
clubs, the finesse is due to win, 
yielding the two tricks that declarer 
still needs. 

Therefore, it should be readily 
apparent that an attack on hearts is 
critical. East should rise with the ace 
of spades and get the ace of hearts 
onto the table as quickly as possible. 
As long as West does not signal 
encouragement with the nine, queen 
of hearts and another will rake in a 
total of five tricks for the defense- 
down one. 


Mutt*n’Jeff 


don’t WORRY JEFF* NOW, DON’T' 
A TDNSILOPERATION VoU WORfft' 



BUT HOW Y WELL, I'VE LOST 
Do Ycu 1 mV LAST eleven 
KNOW I’LL PATIENTS 
COME OUT \i 
ALLRIGHT?> 



[-AND IF THERE’S 
ANYTHING IN 
the la Wcf 

AV E RAGES, You 
SHOULD PULL 
THROUGH FINE' 



Andy Capp 




WELL, THAT WAS 
A 31 G HELP, 

I MUST SAY 



YOU TELL 'EM VOU RE 
BEING THREATENED 
WITH EVICTION, AND 


^fw/the rent 


fl 

V Hi 


idiots; ) 

HOW DO < 
THEY KEEP 
THEIR 



Horoscope not neeeivad 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“With this razor I can shave my 
face faster and stay in bed 
. five minutes longer!” 


| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


STEAE 


mi 

_L 


□L 

NGAR 



J 

_ 

_ 

l: 


FELBAF 


TIT 



DEGLUC 


□im 




WHAT THAT SNOB 
WAS BORN WITH. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form fee surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer her f I I IK X IIJU U 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles SIEGE ROBIN UNPACK MARAUD 
Answer When a woman really begins to “count" on a 
man HIS ‘'NUMBER*' IS UP 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Bogus 


ACROSS 
1 Defect 
8 Defense gp. p* 
10 Norman's 
game 

14 Deck in finery 

15 Completed 

16 Hangout 

17 Balt 

18 City down 
under 

20 Mariner 

21 Attention 

22 Fix a clock 

23 Admonish 
25 Comic Jay 
27 Potent 
30 — sky (empty 

promise) 

34 Drivers of yore 

36 Hold up 

37 Skin 

38 "Exodus" hero 

39 Wrestling 
style 

40 Numera — 

41 "The Boss" 

45 Refers to 

47 Expose to 
wind and sun 

48 Eons 

49 Idea — ' 

50 Restralner 

53 Relatives 

54 Drug agent 
58 Neil of space 

61 See eye to 
eye 

62 Certain 
entertainer 

63 Colorful fish 

64 Be sparing 
63 Earth reJ. 

86 Document 

«bbr. . 

67 Window 
dressing 


i 

10 

it 

12 

13 





IS 





22 







6 IBM Tribune Madia Samlees. Inc. 
aii Rtgnu — 


7 Assert 
6 — Aviv 

9 Bead 

10 Attach with 
paste 

11 Rowing blades 

12 File 

13 Worry 

19 Birds of a 
region 
21 Hence 

24 Cuckoo 

25 — one's teeth 

26 Always to 


DOWN 
Domino 
Locale 
Russ. -river 
Authoritative 
statement 
Nautical chain 
. is an 
Island" 


27 Rugby play 

28 Biblical ward 

29 Chattered 

30 Beautiful 
women 

31 Aligned 

32 Gr. poet 

33 Valuable wood 
35 Mountain 

lakes 

39 Energy 
41 Picture 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


QDDQ LUJLia Uti 

qeieq aaaaa no 
□□an □□□□□ as 
QQQuaaQnaaaa 
„ . QDQ0 HkiniE 

Haaaaa □□□□ e 

FilUULJU □□□□Q r 

□□□□ anaaa nu 
□ua snaaa hug 
□□ a .'□□□□. anHiE 

E3QUU0 QLI^a 

aano uaaaa at 
□oho anaaa Hr 

aao^'.nnHa“..-no 


42 US author 

43 Profit 

44 Hockey team 
46 Ornament 

49 Bout 

50 Crippled 

51 — the Rad 

52 Bullets 


53 Trei 

55 — i 

56 Tea 

57 Wh, 

59 Pah 

60 Uns 

„ ** 

61 Bur 









*v 




JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1991 


Romania edges towards 
bpen market system with 
Currency auction 


^BUCHAREST (R) — Romania's 
Heu currency plunged to a black 
Tjnarket rate of 200 to the dollar 
Monday as the national bank 
nudged the country closer to a 
SVestern-sytle economic system 
jy holding its first currency auc- 
tion. 

“It is a first bold step on the 
long road towards achieving full 
and real convertibility of the 
leu,” Romanian Bank for Fore- 
ign Trade senior dealer Catalin 
Moiscu said. 

The Bank for Foreign Trade 
was among six Romanian banks 
authorised to take part in the 
auction, the first after four de- 
cades ofrn flared communist-style 
fixed exchange rates. 

The National Bank, which su- 
|| pervised the auction, will soon be 
H transformed into a Western-style 
, central bank as part of the na- 
I tion’s market reforms. 


“We expect the rate to undergo 
a see-saw fluctuation over the 
next weeks, as demand for hard 
currency is very high and each 
bank keeps its offer and opera- 
tions secret," Moisuc said. 

The leu’s auction rate put the 
currency at one-sixth its official 
rate of 35 lei to the dollar. New 
auctions will be held daily to 
provide an inter-bank currency 
rate. 

Each new rate will be pub- 
lished alongside the official rate, 
which has been in effect since last 
November. 

The Bank for Foreign Trade 
was joined in the auction by the 
Commercial Bank, the Bank for 
Development, the Agro Bank, 
Mind Bank (bank for small indus- 
tries and free initiative) and Bank 
Coop (the bank for cooperative 
credits). 


Bulgaria sets new 
leva exchange rate 


SOFIA (AP) — The government 
established a new currency ex- 
change rate almost twice the 
black-market dollar rate, news 
reports said Tuesday. 

The decision setting an ex- 
change of 28.25 Bulgarian leva to 
the dollar is expected to bring 
into government coffers some of. 
the estimated SI billion citizens 
hold privately and undercut black- 
market dealing. 

Bulgaria, reeling from its worst 
economic crisis, has suspended 
payments on its Sll billion fore- 
ign debt because of a lack of hard 
currency reserves. 

Previously, the official dollar 
rate for the Bulgarian currency 
was 7-1, but as late as Monday it 
was trading on the street at as 
much as 16-1. 

The new rare is aimed at pre- 


venting the economy from switch- ’ 
ing to increased use of the U.S. 
dollar and other foreign curren- 
cies instead of Bulgaria's. 

The new rate is one of a series 
of measures to reform the eco- 
nomy. loosen government control 
of the financial system and make 
the cun-ency convertible. 

The government recently gave 
banks permission to begin trading 
in Western currencies, and they 
primarily have been buying up 
dollars individuals are keeping 
privately. 

On Feb. 1, Bulgaria drastically 
raised state-controlled prices in 
keeping with recommendations 
from the International Monetary 
Fund, from which it hopes to 
receive $380 million in aid this 
year. 


AMMAN 'EXCHANGE RATES 

TtKsday, February 19, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 

Boy .SfH French franc 131.9 


U.S. dollar 

665.0 

669.0. 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

509.6 

512.7 

Pound Sterling 

1304.6 

1312.4 

Dutch guilder 

398.4 

400.8 

Deutsche mark 

448.7 

451.4 

Swedish crown 

120. 1 

120.8 

Swiss franc 

523.6 

526.7 

1 rali an lira (for 100) 

59.8 

60.2 




Belgian franc (for 10) 

217.6 

218.9 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesskm 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9515/25 

1.1525/35 

1.4900/07 

1.6790/6800 

1.2777/84 

30.65/70 

5.0730/80 

1118/1119 

131.05/15 

5.5640/90 

5.6250/8300 

5.7240/90 

361.80/362.30 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemaiks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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Gulf war outcome may cause Jordanian businesses 
abrupt decline in oil profit reel from Gulf war 


WASHINGTON (AP) — High 
crude oil prices brought windfall 
profits to the major American oil 
companies in the last three 
months of 1990, but the govern- 
ment says the profits picture may 
change abruptly if crude prices 
decline after the Gulf war. 

The Energy Department has 
reported that 18 major oil com- 
panies earned more than $7 bil- 
lion in the fourth quarter of last 
year, up 77 per cent from a year 
earlier because of higher crude 
prices. 

Income from oil production — 
both foreign and domestic — 
jumped even more, by about 150 
per cent, but some "of that in- 
crease was offset by declining 
profits in refining and chemical 
production activities, the govern- 
ment said. 

Nevertheless, Energy Depart- 
ment officials said they could find 
no evidence of price gouging on 
the part of oil companies and 
warned that future fluctuations in 
oil prices could make the profit 
gains only temporary. 

The report by the Energy In- 
formation Administration said 


the oil companies' “greatest gains 
in profitability were directly tied" 
to the sharp increases in crude oil 
prices that occurred in the 
months after the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

According to figures, the 11 
major U.S. oil companies that 
reported a breakdown in earnings 
had profit of nearly $5 billion 
from oil and gas production 
alone, about a 150 per cent in- 
crease over the same three 
months of 1989. 

“For major petroleum com- 
panies ... income from U.S. oil 
and gas production nearly tripled 
while their income from foreign 
oil and gas production more than 
doubled,” the report said. 

The report noted that while oil 
prices peaked at more than $10 a 
12-gallon barrel in mid-October, 
prices have been declining in 
recent months and could decline 
sharply once fighting stops in the 
Gulf war because of a current 
supply glut. 

"If that is true, the sharp in- 
crease in oil and gas profitability 
... will be trasitory,” the agency 
said. 


Turkish Airlines seeks 
plane delivery delay 


ISTANBUL (R) — State-run 
Turkish Airlines is seeking a de- 
lay in deliveries of an Airbus 310 
and two medium-haul Boeing 
737-400 planes due to a sharp 
decline in air traffic caused by the 
Gulf war, an airline official said. 

The Airbus, the last of 14 
aircraft ordered in 1984, was 
scheduled to be delivered in June. 

. Delivery of the first Boeing 737 
by the U.S. Boeing Company was 
due before March and the second 
one in June. They are both part 
of a 10-aircraft lease agreed last 
year with deliveries extending un- 
til 1995. 


The official said offers had 
been made both to Boeing and 
the Airbus companies to have 
scheduled deliveries delayed to a 
later date before the end of this 
year. 

Turkish Airlines, which is 
slated for privatisation, lost more 
than a third of its passengers 
between August and December 
last year due to flight cancella- 
tions and costlieT oil and war risk 
insurance. 

In 1989, the airline made a 
profit of around $1.5 million com- 
pared to losses of. around S5.2 
million in 1988- 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The All Ordinaries index soared briefly above the 
1,400 level for the first time in more than four months as 
cashed-up investors scrambled to join the sharp rally on world - 
bourses. The index ended up 22.7 points at 1,339.3. 

TOKYO — Hopes for an early end to the Gulf war pushed the 
Nikkei stock average up nearly 900 points to dose above the 
26,000 level for the first time since Aug. 21. The Nikkei rose 
886.27 points, or 3.50 per cent, to 26.230.01. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng ended sharply higher with a 
60. 76 point, or 1,76 per cent, gain, rising to 3,473.42 on a rally in 
Tokyo. 

BOMBAY — The stock exchange was closed to enable brokers to 
complete business done in the three weeks ending last Friday, 
when the BSE index rose 15.37 points to 1,039.60. 

FRANEZFURT — Shares continued to rally on hopes of a quick 
end to the Gulf war. The Dax index dosed at 1,572.57, up 41.38 
or 2.70 per cent. 

PARIS — The marker paused for breath after prices soared in 
mid-session. But the CAC-40 index still ended 24.57 higher at 
1,694.96. 

ZURICH — Prices dosed higher on active buying, buoyed by 
Tokyo’s strong showing. Dealers said Blue Chips were still in 
demand. The all-share SPI index dosed at 1,010, up 13.5 and its 
highest since last September. 

LONDON — Shares closed firmer after holding morning gains 
through a dull afternoon session. The FTSE index dosed up 21.4 
at 2.318.3. 
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Calvin Kent, the agency's 
administrator, said no evidence 
of nationwide price gouging was 
found and that for the entire year 
of 1990 oil industry profits v/ere 
not unusually high when consi- 
dered on the basis of return on 
equity. 

“You had the results that you 
would have expected with the rise 
in crude prices.” said Kent. 

Edwin Rothschild, an energy 
expert for Public Citizen, a 
Washington-based consumer 
group, said the findings were “a 
clear indication that ... unantici- 
pated windfalls were made" by 
the oil companies because of the 
Gulf crisis. 

“And consumers were taken 
for a ride. Their pockets were 
lifted.” Rothschild said. 

The government's findings for 
the last three months of 1990 
were largely expected since they 
reflected individual earning re- 
pons disclosed separately by- 
most of the major oil companies 
last month. The government re- 
port did not break down earnings 
by individual companies. 

U.S. firms 
expand 
overseas 
investments 

NEW YORK (R) — American 
manufacturers boosted overseas 
investment sharply in 1990, laun- 
ching 271 projects. 25 per cent 
more than the previous year, a 
business group has said. 

“The 1990s dearly opened with 
a big bang in foreign invest- 
ment," said Jim Greene, a spe- 
cialist in global business trends at 
the Conference Board, a New 
York business group. 

“Many of these projects, parti- 
cularly new plants in Europe 
aimed at world markets, are bet- 
ting heavily on an expanding 
open tTade system," he said. 

The business group said 
Europe was the leading site for 
the' investments, attracting 67 
per cent of all the projects — or a 
total of 167. Eastern Europe, 
excluding former East Germany, 
won 20 projects. 

Britain, France and Germany, 
accounted for the bulk of all 
project sites »n Europe, while 
Bulgaria and Poland attracted 
U.S. manufacturing investments 
for the first time. 

The Soviet Union won seven 
projects, Hungary five and 
Czechoslovakia four. Former 
East Germany also attracted four 
investments. 

Asia accounted for only 20 per 
cent of all investment, but was up 
a strong 66 per cent from the 
previous year with 53 projects. 

Seven projects were targetted 
for China, six for Singapore, 
while Australia won 15 projects. 

Canada also got 26 projects. 

The group said Du Pont, 
General Motors Corp. CPC In- 
ternational Inc, Chrysler Corp 
and General Electric Co. 
accounted for 37 separate invest- 
ments. 


AMMAN (R) — The Gulf war is 
squeezing Jordan's fragile eco- 
nomy. restaurants are empty and 
importers warn of supplies 
dwindling drastically. 

Exports, imports and other ser- 
vices have been hit by high insur- 
ance costs and allied inspection of 
ships heading for the country’s 
only port at Aqaba on the Red 
Sea. 

Vessels are stopped and sear- 
ched to prevent any breach of the 
U.N- embargo on Iraq. Jordan 
says it is complying with sanctions 
against its neighbour, previously 
its biggest export market, at huge 
cost to itself. 

Importers say suppliers are de- 
manding full payment in advance 
for goods compared with 20 per 
cent' before the crisis, making it 
almost impossible to bring in 
supplies from abroad. 

Amman shopkeepers say 
stocks of imported goods on 
which the counrry depends heavi- 
ly are running low and warn of a 
crisis looming. 

Elias Bulos, manager of Khalaf 
Supermarket, a major importer 
and distributer of foreign goods 
to shops and hotels, said: “We 
cannot import anything any more 
because of high war transport and 
insurance costs. Things are be- 
coming very difficult. Our im- 
ported stocks are running out and 
we cannot substitute them.” 

He said the supermarket was 


already low on canned food, but- 
ter, pastas, sausages, .candles, 
cereal, peas, beans and veal. 
They had already run out of 
chocolate, biscuits and cheese. 

Stocks might last for a few 
more weeks, he said, but the 
delicatessen supplies had already 
run out. Other importers said 
stocks of alcohol were running 
low. 

Bulos said daily sales had drop- 
ped about 40 per cent, with peo- 
ple buying only essentials. 

“I used to have big daily orders 
from retaurants and hotels. Now 
the orders come in monthly," he 
said. “Business has never been 
this bad in my lifetime.” 

Exports to countries other than 
Iran have also been hurr by allied 
inspection of shipping to and 
from Aqaba. 

Toufic Kawar, chairman of the 
Shipping Agents Association, re- 
ported a drastic drop in sea traffic 
since Jan. 15. Because of the 
inspection of cargoes, ships were 
taking a month to reach Aqaba,, 
compared to 14 days before the 
crisis. 

Vessels were waiting for a 
week at the Strait of Tiran lead- 
ing into the Gulf of Aqaba to be 
searched, Kawar said. 

He said war insurance, higher . 
fuel prices, an emergency sur- 
charge on Middle East shipping 
and inspection surcharges had in- 
creased shipping costs by 60 per 


cent. 

The cost of sending a container 
from western Europe to Aqaba 
had jumped to $2,500 from 
51,500. he added. 

The United Nations estimates 
Jordan, which sympathises with 
Iraq while condemning its August 
invasion of Kuwait, has lost up to 
$1.2 billion overall and will lose 
S300 million monthly if the crisis 
continues. 

Millions of dollars in overseas 
aid has been promised but is only 
starting to arrive now. The Un- 
ited States has said it is reviewing 
future aid to the Kingdom. 

Restaurants are suffering along 
with other sectors. 

“Business has dropped by 80 
per cent since the war began.” 
said Hassan Rabbah, owner of 
the popular Leonardo Da Vinci 
restaurant. “Those coming are 
mainly foreign journalists. It is 
really bad. We can hardly pay our 
expenses and costs. We’re not 
breaking even, we're losing.” 

The plush Peking Chinese Res- 
taurant, which normally has up to 
100 people a night, is lucky to fill 
even one table now. Five Chinese 
cooks left after the war broke out 
on Jan. 17. 

“Sometimes I'm surpised when 
people show up. But we under- 
stand ... we’re not on a honey- 
moon, we're in the middle of a 
war,” owner Mosaliem Shamm- 
out said. 


Expatriate exodus, leaks 
delay Qatar’s gas project 


DUBAI |R| — Unexplained 
leaks and an exodus of Western 
workers fleeing the Gulf will de- 
lay notur?l gas production froir 
Qatar's huge orfshore North 
Field, oil inudstry sources say. 

The field is the biggest in the 
world with 380 trillion cubic feet 
riO trillion cubic metre) of re- 
serves and was due to go on 
stream on Feb. 22, the 19th 
anniversary of the accession to 
the throne of Qatar’s ruler. 
Sheikh KhalifaiHamad A1 Thani. 

“The commissioning (of the 
field) will be delayed for a couple 
of months.” an oil industry ex- 
ecutive in the Gulf said. ‘There 
are still gas leaks into well casings 
which might be dangerous during 
production.” 

The Gulf war has dampened 
Qatar’s hopes of finding custom- 
ers for its natural gas as buyers 
are unlikely to commit them- 
selves to multi-billion dollar long- 
term agreements until political 


stability is achieved in the region, 
the sources said. 

Asked about the leaks, Qatar 

(QGPQ sources denied were 
were any at the North Field. 

“The construction of platforms 
and 16 wells at the field are 
ready, but the reservo ir is still not 
perforated," a petroleum en- 
gineer who visited the field re- 
cently said. 

. “Hydrogen sulphide, probably 
from a separate shallow field, is 
leaking into the well casings' and 
sometimes bubbles up to -the - sur- 
face from the seabed," he said. 
"They (Qataris) probably want to 
find where it is coming from 
before starting production." 

Hydrogen sulphide is poiso- 
nous and flammable. 

Oil industry sources in the Gulf 
said QGPC had hired experts in 
gas leaks since the problem first 
started in mid-1990 and rook 
steps to isolate the possible 


sources. 

Another oil industry sources 
said some sub-contractors work- 
>’ ■* ^eld had pu ? led- their 
A iSbCin experts out after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August. 

Qatar, a small oil producer in 
the Gulf is relying on the North 
Field gas to see its economy 
through the next century as its oil 
wells dry sometime in the next 40 
years. 

The first phase of the North 
Field development will produce 
around 800 million cubic feet (22 
million cubic metre) of gas per 
day for existing power plants and 
industries in Qatar, which now 
run on diminishing associated gas 
produced from oil fields. 

Qatar plans to utilise the gas in 
a number of new industrial pro- 
jects such as an aluminium smel- 
ter, and petrochemical plants in 
joint-ventures with Western con- 
cerns. 


IRA bombs compound woes 
of British tourism industry 


LONDON (R) — A war, a reces- 
sion, a weak dollar and now 
guerrilla bombs — the spring is- 
likely to be disastrous for Bri- 
tain’s tourism industry, already 
hard bit by a worldwide slump in 
air travel. 

“I have bad dreams abour what 
could happen next,” said Sarah 
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Dale, chairman of a trade asso- 
ciation grouping tour companies, 
hoteliers and other related indus- 
tries. I suppose we could have a 
plague of locusts.” 

The threat of terrorist attacks 
related to the Gulf war has scared 
away many tourists, forcing air- 
lines and travel companies to cut 
prices drastically. 

But the tourism industry fears 
bomb attacks by the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) this week at 
two London railway stations will 
deter even more potential visi- 
tors. 

“It will further damage the 
perception of London, in the eyes 
of Americans particularly,” said 
Keith Betton, a spokesman for 
the Association of British Travel 
Agents. 

Dale, head of the British In- 
coming Tour Operators Associa- 
tion, said the recession in Britain 
and the United States had 


seriously reduced business travel. 

Traffic at London's Gatwick and 
Heathrow airports has fallen by 
more than 20 per cent and trans- 
Atlantic flights are less than half 
full. 

Many U.S. and Japanese visi- 
tors, the mainstay of London’s 
luxury tourist market, are staying 
at home. Their absence is felt by 
hotels, theatres and taxi drivers 
alike. 

The weakness of the dollar, 
which is sapping American 
spending power abroad, is also 
deterring visitors. 

But tourists could be even 
more wary if Monday’s bomb 
explosions herald the start of a 
campaign of random attacks by 
the IRA. 

“It will make some people 
think twice about coming here if 
it becomes a regular tiling — 
bombs every week in public 
places in London,” said Betton. 
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Moscow facing biggest crime 
wave for decades — minister 


MOSCOW (R) — Interior Minis- 
ter Boris Pugo said on Tuesday 
the Soviet Union faced the big- 
gest crime wave since World War 
Fl. with violence, organised crime 
and fraud thriving on the coun- 
try’s economic decline. 

Pugo. a hardliner appointed 
late last year to curb major crime 
and ethnic conflicts, said the 
number of crimes registered in 
19913 rose by 13 per cent against 
the previous year. 

“What is particularly worrying 
is the overall rise, reaching the 
highest level since the war... and 
the aggressiveness of armed ele- 
ments." he told a news confer- 
ence. 

“We are talking all necessary 
measures but no substantial turn 
in the trend is yet visible.” 

Official statistics portrayed 
crime as worst in republics cur- 
rently pressing for their inde- 
pendence from Moscow. The 
highest growth 43.9 per cent, was 
in the southern Republic of 
Armenia, while Estonia reg- 
istered 24.4 per cent. Lithuania 
18.6 per cent, and Larvja 16.9 per 
cent. 


Drug offences rose by 24 per 
cent over 1989. cases of serious 
fraud and misuse of state proper- 
ty by 19.9 per cent. 

Pugo defended a decision to set 
up joint patrols including soldiers 
and police to check street crime. 
He said the patrols, usually con- 
ducted by a police officer, a 
military officer and two soldiers, 
had helped fight crime, but could 
not produce results on their own. 

“We have got to restore faith 
between the people and the 
police, so that they believe in us 
and help us,” Pugo said. 

The patrols are now present on 
the streets of nine out of 15 
republics. The country’s Par- 
liamentary Supervisory Commit- 
tee ruled Friday there were sub- 
stantial flaws in Gorbachev's de- 
cree setting up the patrols. 

Pugo denied suggestions the 
central Interior Ministry was 
trying to dictate to republican 
ministries, adding that future leg- 
islation should set out clearly the 
relationship between Moscow 
and the republics. 

He cited the example of the 
United States, where certain spe- 


cific crimes are dealt with by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and others left to constituent 
states. “Perhaps when the future 
is mapped out certain crimes, in 
the same way, witl be alloted to a 
central ministry or other service." 

Meanwhile, a 50-year-old man 
was reported to have died Mon- 
day on gunshot wounds suffered 
in the Jan. J3 Soviet military 
crackdown in Lithuania, bringing 
the death toll from recent vio- 
lence in the Baltics to 22. 

Vytautas Kancevicius, a father 
of two, died in a hospital in the 
Lithuania capital of Vilnius, 
according to the independent 
Baltfax News Agency. 

He suffered gunshot wounds in 
the sromach and intestines when 
the Lithuanian Broadcast Centre 
was stormed by Soviet troops last 
month, said Rita Dapkus, a 
spokeswoman for the republic's 
legislature, quoting the Health 
Ministry. 

Ms. Dapkus said more than 300 
people were injured in the attack, 
with Kancevicius and two oLher 
people among the most seriously 


1st woman heads U.N. refugee body 


GENEVA (R) — Sadako Ogata, 
a Japanese university professor, 
took office as head of the United 
Nations agency ovei seeing 15 
million refugees worldwide. 

Ogata 63. was elected U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) by the world body's 
General Assembly in December 
for three years. She is the first 
woman to hold the post. 

A professor of international 
relations at Tokyo's Sofia Uni- 
versity. she replaces Thorvald 


Stoltenberg who resigned in 
November to become foreign 
minister of Norway. 

Addressing staff. Ogata said 
the refugee issue should be put to 
countries as a “test of their com- 
mitment to human rights.” 

“A preventive strategy is re- 
quired to ensure that people are 
able to live peacefully and pro- 
ductively in their own countries." 
she added. 

Oeata's career has included 


posts as Japan's permanent repre- 
sentative to the U.N.. head of the 
United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) Executive Board and 
Japanese representative at the 
U.N. Human Rights Commis- 
sion. 

Japan, already the second big- 
gest contributor to UNHCR after 
the United States, is expected to 
raise its contributions to refugee 
relief following Ogata's appoint- 
ment. 


Tensions between ethnic Turks 
Bulgarians split southern town 


SOFIA (AP) — Municipal au- 
thorities have warned they would 
call in police if needed to end an 
explosvie school dispute in the 
southern town of Kardzhali be- 
tween ethnic Turks and Bulga- 
rians. 

The Bulgarian News Agency 
(BTA) reported that social ten- 
sion in the city. 250 kilometres 
southeast of Sofia, reached “cri- 
tical limits” over the issue of 
Turkish-language education. 

"Until now there have been no 
clashes, but the situation is really 
tense.” police Major Christo 


Dimitrov said in a telephone in- 
terview from KardzhaJi. 

Kardzhali’s approximately 
80,000 people are divided about 
envenly between ethnic Turks 
and -ethnic Bulgarians. 

About 500 Bulgarians opposed 
ft* having Turkish taught in 
elementary school gathered Mon- 
day in the town square. Municip- 
al officials agreed to meet a de- 
legation to hear their complaints. 

The conflict began on Feb. 4. 
when thousands of ethnic Turkish 
schoolchildren boycotted classes 
to press demands for the the 


Turkish language to be included 
in the curriculum. 

Many continued to stay away 
from classes Monday, some to 
back demands for more teaching 
of Turkish, others out of fear of 
harm from Bulgarian children 
and their parents. 

"They do not let our children 
in schools. There are even some 
attempts to provoke clashes." 
said Refie Adem. 33. mother of 
two Turkish children. "I tell my 
children to go straight home and 
not answer any provocation.” 


Many Khmer Rouge refugees 
disappear, others go to U.N. camps 


By Peter Eng 

The Associated Press 

SITE 8 REFUGEE CAMP. Thai- 
land — The distant bamboo huts 
once seen from the din road are 
gone, and with them thousands of 
refugees Western relief workers 
had tried for a decade to reach. 

About 60.000 to 100.000 civi- 
lians controlled by Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas lived in “hidden camps” 
like Khao Din, once nestled at the 
base of a mountain near Site 8. a 
Khmer Rouge camp open to U.N. 
officials. 

There were reports of many 
human rights violations in the 
hidden camps and Western aid 
officials were not allowed into 
them, despite repeated appeals. 

Khao Din and all the other 
hidden camps were moved from 
Thailand just across the border 
into western Cambodia by mid- 
1990. apparently on orders of Thai 
authorities. No international out- 
cry resulted. 

“Nobody seemed to be in- 
terested.” said Jean-Jacques Fre- 
sard. head of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in 
Thailand. "Ir was as if these peo- 
ple never existed.” 

"Most of them were brought to 
very unhealthy areas and 
thousands have tried to get back 
to Thailand for medical help.” he 
said. “Some of those with malaria 
are in very bad shape, because 
they are too far away or were 
prevented from coming. Some 
died on the way.” 

Fresard quoted some refugees 
as saying the Communist guerril- 
las made them leave dose rela- 
tives behind, to ensure their re- 
turn, when they went to the U.N. 
camps for treatment. 

Many former residents of the 
hidden camps, however, have 
been allowed to resenle in U.N.- 
aided Khmer Rouge camps like 
Site 8. Site K and OTrao. 

Other Cambodians arrive from 
other parts of the country, fleeing 
government conscription or seek- 
ing relatives. About 63,000 re- 
fugees now live in U.N. -aided 
Khmer Rouge camps, where they 
receive food, medical care and 
education. 

Thousands of other dvilians in' 


Khmer .Rouge zones visit the 
camps for medical treatment, to 
see relatives or to put their chil- 
dren in school. 

In rural areas controlled by non- 
Communist guerrillas, rebel lead- 
ers have embarked on a U.S.- 
financed development program- 
me. building village schools, hos- 
pitals and supplying new machin- 
ery to farmers. 

A Western diplomat said, on 
condition of anonymity, that the 
menrality behind the hidden 
Khmer Rouge camps was slowly 
eroding, mostly through efforts of 
the U.N. Border Relief Operation 
(UNBRO). 

“The Khmer Rouge want 
education.” he said. "They even 
steal UNBRO textbooks. Before, 
they didn’t want to touch any- 
thing. They know they cannot be 
isolated, cannot live by them- 
selves.” 

Zones controlled by the Khmer 
Rouge are among the most mala- 
rial in ihe world. Hospitals in the 
U.N.-aided camps have treated a 
dramatically higher number of 
people in recent months. 

Seng Sok. a Khmer Rouge offi- 
cial at Site S. said the guerrilla 
zones had enough food, but were 
short of medicine. 

Some of the malaria patients, he 
said, were Cambodians who could 
reach U.N. camps for the first 
time because the guerrillas had 
expanded their territory. He said 
some people were trucked from 
up to 50 kilometres away by 
arrangement with Thai author- 
ities. 

Young victims of malaria filled 
the hospital during a recent visit to 
Site 8. on the southern stretch of 
Thai-Cambodian border. 

Pei Ek. 5. lay still on a 
bamboo-slat bed, an intravenous 
tube in his arm. struggling to chew 
a biscuit. His father, a food porter 
for the Khmer Rouge, carried the 
boy through the jungle for several 
days after the guerrillas granted 
bis request for treatment 'at Site 8. 

Khmor Rouge guerrillas have 
seized areas with rich soil, timber, 
and gem and gold mines, the 
Western diplomat said, but it is 
unclear what share of those re- 
sources are available to civilians. 
He said security was not a major 


concern because battle lines are 
well beyond the refugee settle- 
ments. 

he largest reported concentra- 
tion of people is at Anlong Veng. 
a collection of villages that is 
opposite OTrao and just over a 
mountain. 

Gary Knight, a British photo- 
grapher who was there in Decem- 
ber. said many soldiers at Anlong 
Veng were missing legs from land 
mines or had severe malaria, but 
that civilians appeared healthy. 
He said there were many cattle, 
banana trees, vegetable plots and 
at least one hospital. 

Most people who later lived in 
the hidden camps reached Thai- 
land in 1979-80. as the Khmer 
Rouge retreated from the Viet- 
namese invasion that ended their 
brutal 3 Vi years of rule over Cam- 
bodia. 

The diplomat said the Khmer 
Rouge brought some to Thailand 
by force, but most were people 
who had been in Khmer Rouge 
areas for years and were not as 
abused as others by the regime. 
After the Vietnamese invasion, 
they were marked as Khmer 
Rouge supporters. 

According to the diplomat, 
most of the people "came because 
they were alienated by other 
groups. They couldn’t stay in their 
villages and they couldn’t go to the 
non-Communists because the non- 
Communists wouldn't receive 
them.” 

He said the refugees had two 
basic functions in' the Khmer 
Rouge scheme: Fighting and 
ponering for fighters. 

Guerrilla abuses reported in the 
camps included making children 
carry arms through mined areas 
and not letting critically ill people 
go to outside hospitals. Defectors 
from some camps described 
underground prisons, restraints on 
marriage and religion and bans on 
contact with the outside world. 

The first break in the svstem 
was the opening of Site 8 in' 1983. 
after a Vietnamese offensive 
emptied the old border refugee 
camps.In 1988-89, in response to 
strong outside pressure, the 
Khmer Rouge allowed Site K and 
OTrao to open as U.N.-aided 
facilities and moved thousands of 
people in from the hidden camps. 


hurt. The other two are now out 
of danger, she said. 

Seven other people have been 
killed in incidents in Lithuania 
and Latvia since Jan. 13 — six 
killed in Latvia at the hands of 
Soviet Interior Ministry troops, 
and a man killed at a Soviet- 
manned checkpoint outside Vil- 
nius. 

In a separate development, the 
leader of a shadowy Georgian 
paramilitary group angrily de- 
nounced the republic's nationalist 
president Monday after Soviet 
forces stormed one of his bases 
with tanks and armoured vehi- 
cles. 

Djaba Iosseliani, leader of the 
Mkhedrioni (Horsemen) militia, 
said nationalist President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia as behind the ear- 
ly morning raid and shootout in 
which three of his men were 
wounded. 

In a move likely to exacerbate 
tensions in the restive southern 
republic. Iosseliani told a crowd 
of 2,000 on Tbilisi's main Rustaveli 
Avenue that he was forming a 
political party to combat "fasc- 
ism" in Georgia. 

Peruvian 
epidemic 
blamed on 
years of 
neglect 

LIMA (AP) — The nation's top 
health official says the cholera 
epidemic that has caused at least 
100 deaths and threatened Peru's 
food export industry is die result of 
years of governmental neglect. 

“Not just this government, but 
all the governments in the past 30 
years are responsible.” Health 
Minister Dr. Carlos Vidal said 
Monday. 

The growing epidemic has 
aroused fears in Latin America 
and elsewhere in the world that 
tire. disease could be spread by 
Peruvian traveBeis or from any of 
Peru’s diverse food exports rang- 
ing from fish to mangoes. 

On Wednesday, European 
Community (EC) officials in 
Brussels are expected to decide 
which Peruvian foods can be safe- 
ly imported. The ruling could 
reportedly affect up to $700 mil- 
lion in export earnings for Peru. 

Vidal said the only foods with a 
cholera contamination risk are 
uncooked seafood and fresh 
strawberries. He said these pro- 
ducts can be made safe through 
proper cleaning and preparation. 

Vidal said the epidemic’s 
underlying cause is the lack of 
basic sewage and drinking water 
systems. In many poor urban 
neighbourhoods those systems 
are substandard or do not exist. 
Water is delivered in trucks with 
dirty tanks or stored in cisterns 
that are not routinely disinfected, 
he said. 

In Lima, a serious health 
hazard has been caused by leaky 
sewage pipes that have contamin- 
ated drinking water conduits. 
Many street vendors sell food and 
snacks without access to running 
water and basic hygienic services. 

Cholera, spread in feces- 
con laminated water and food, 
affects the intestines, causing di- 
arrhoea and severe fluid loss. It 
can be fatal if not treated. 

Vidal said the government has 
neglected its responsibility for 
providing basic services to ensure 
the public health. 


Inkatha, 
ANCtell 
supporters 
to make 
peace 

DURBAN (R) — South Africa's 
biggest black political move- 
ments. trying to keep alive a 
three-week-old peace accord, 
appealed to grassroots supporters 
to liaise with each other to end 
smouldering conflict. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC) and the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, long-time rivals, said in a 
rare joint statement Monday 
night: “We inform all our follow- 
ers that all fighting among and 
between them must stop.” 

“We declare that the organisa- 
tions are now at peace. Should 
misunderstandings arise between 
them they are to be settled by 
discussions at local leadership 
level.” senior ANC and Inkatha 
officials said after talks in the 
Natal province port of Durban. 

Meeting for the first time in 28 
years. ANC Deputy Presidenr 
Nelson Mandela and Inkatha 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
signed a truce on Jan. 29 urging 
supporters to end the violence 
that has killed more than 4.000 
people in Natal and around 
Johannesburg in five years. 

■But the accord has been 
threatened by continuing gun and 
spear battles. Seventeen Inkatha 
supporters were killed in a bus 
ambush on Feb. 10 near the Natal 
capital. Pietermaritzburg. 

On Monday senior officials of 
the movements led by Inkatha 
national chairman Frank Mdla- 
lose and ANC intelligence chief 
Jacob Zufna agreed to set up a 
joint committee to monitor im- 
plementation of the Jan. 29 
accord. 

“Peacemaking mechanisms are 
being established in all areas as 
rapidly as possible,” the joint 
statement said. 

Political analysts said the inclu- 
sion in Monday's talks of the 
movement’s rival Pietermaritz- 
burg leaders — Harry Gwala of 
the ANC and David Nrombela of 
Inkatha — indicated progress in 
peace-making at local level. 

The officials jointly toured 
ANC-Inkatha battlefields around 
Durban before the talks began in 
what analysis said was an unpre- 
cedented move towards coopera- 
tion between the groups. 

Violence between the organisa- 
tions has threatened moves to- 
wards full negotiations on ending 
the 42-yer-old apartheid segrega- 
tion system and establishing a 
non-rarial democracy. 


56 killed, dozens Hurt 
in Philippine fighting 


MANILA (R) — Armed men 
lobbed grenades at a crowded 
minibus and Communist guerril- 
las shot dead a company execu- 
tive in an upsurge of violence that 
killed 56 people in the Philippines 
_ over the past three days, police 
said Tuesday. 

In the bloodiest incident, sol- 
diers killed 19 New People’s 
Army (NPA) rebels and wound- 
ed dozens in a two-day battle last 
weekend near Lacub town in 
A bra province. 330 kilometres 
north of Manila. 

Police said 10 people were kil- 
led and 16 wounded Monday 
when armed men opened fire and- 
lobbed two grenades at a minibus 
in the central province of Ca mar- 
ines Norte. 

All the victims were dvilism 
passengers. Police said they did 
not know, the motive for the 
attack. 

Company executive Aurelio 
Reginaldo was on his way home 
in die- southern city of Davao 
Monday night when four gunmen 
sprayed his car with bullets, kill- 
ing Reginaldo and wounding his 
bodyguard, his driver and his 
14-year-old son. 

A leftist rebel group claimed 
responsibtity for the att ack and 
warned there would be more 

n gainct “rapt taHs tt who refuse tO 

treat thar workers more humane- 
ly" » 

The rebels accused Reginaldo, 
personnel manger of the La pan- 
dav Development Corporation, 
which runs a banana plantation in 
Davao, of “labour despotism,” 
blaming him for the lay-off of 


tber ambush and 17 were wound- 
ed, police spokesman Major 
Gamaliel Pia said. 

Six soldiers, two policemen and 
three guerrillas were killed when 
NPA rebels, armed with mortars, 
attacked an army outpost in Cag- 
wait town. Surigao Del Sur pro- 
vince, on the southern island of 
Mindanao Sunday, police said. 

Government troops killed 11 
guerrillas in fighting Sunday and 
Monday in two towns on the 
central island of Leyte, the milit- 
ary said. 

Several hundred NPA rebels 
took part in the dawn attack in 
Cagwait but the estimated 80 
soldiers manning the outpost held 

their ground until reinforcements 
came the following day, police 
spokesman Colonel Jorque Ludo- 
vico said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

Police said rebel ground fire 
damaged a helicopter carrying 
regional commander Colonel 
Manuel Salimbangon and his 
staff, who had flown to the area 
to supervise the counter-attack. 

Salimbangon- was unhurt but a 
helicopter gunner was wounded. 

Meanwhile a leading senator 
said Tuesday the Philippines has • 
become a favourite destination 
for terrorist groups because of its 
lax immigration rules. 

“Our special concern is that the 
Philippines seems to be a 
favourite of terrorist group, some 
coming in as students,” slid Leti- 
cia Ramos-Shahani , chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

“It all boils down to the fact 
.that we are lax in screening fore- 



abour 90 plantation workers since - igners who enter the country.” 


1988. 

Helicopters and fighter- 
bombers strafed NPA positions 
during the fighting in Abra which 
broke out when rebels ambushed 
police units on their way to re- 
place colleagues stationed near 
Lacub. 

Four policemen were killed in 


Shahani quoted Immigration 
Commissioner Andrea Domingo 
as saying the Philippines was the 
most’lax member of the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Nations 
in screening aliens. 

The other members are Singa- 
pore. Malaysia, Indonesia, Thai- 
land and Brunei. 


Soviet desertion figures 
are wrong, army says 


WUENSDORF, Germany (R) — 
The Soviet Armed Forces denied 
Tuesday that one of its generals 
had said 550 soldiers and their* 
dependants had sought asylum in 
Germany since the Berlin Wall 
fell in 1989. 

Soviet officials said their fi- 
gures showed 152 Soviet soldiers 
had deserted from units in Ger- 
many. 

Bild Am Sonntag newspaper 
had quoted Major General 
Alexei Koslov as saying 550 


Soviet citizens had gone over to 
the West,. JT .. 

"(Koslov) actually said the 
Western group of Soviet forces in 
Germany, including soldiers, civi- 
lians and dependants totalled 
550,000.” the Soviet spokesman 
at headquarters south of Berlin 
said in a statement. 

He said the journalist, who 
wrote the article had confirmed 
to the Soviet Press Centre at 
Wuensdoif that he made an error 
when preparing the article. 


Roh apologises for housing scandal 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo. facing 
the biggest crisis of confidence 
since he took office in I98S. 
apologised Tuesday for a massive 
bribety scandal and pledged to 
foster “dean government and 
dean politics.” 

Hours after Roh reshuffled the 
leadership of his ruling party to 
contain political damage from the 
scandal, he told the South Ko- 
rean people: “the inddent which 
led to the arrest of five members 
of parliament is a deeply regrett- 
able one.” 

“The fact that a staff member 
in the (presidential) Blue House 
was arrested in connection with 
the inddent is due to my careless- 
ness and I apologise to the people 
for this." Roh raid. 


'Last week nine people, inchid-- 
ing three legislators from the 
ruling Democratic Liberal Party 
(DLP) and two from the main 
opposition Party for Peace and 
Democracy, and a Roh aide, 
were arrested on charges of tak- 
ing a total of $13 million in 
bribes from a building firm to 
help it gain a’ lucrative housing 
deal in Seoul. 

The chairman of the construc- 
tion firm Hanbo Housing De- 
velopment Co. was also arrested 
and charged with bribery,. mis- 
appropriation of funds and other 
violations. 

“I understand the depth of 
public disappointment and anger 
with the inddent.” Roh said. 

“I strengthen my resolve to 
become a clean president more 


than ever and will take the lead in- 
eradicating irregularities to 
achieve clean government and 
clean politics,” he said. 

Rob said political parties must 
.work to revise laws governing 
election campaigns and political 
funds to ensure polls are con- 
ducted fairly. 

T urge ruling and opposition 
parties to start negotiations on 
changing the political climate as 
early as possible.” the fonner 
general said. 

Earlier Tuesday, Roh replaced 
three key DLP officials to try to 
help ease a political crisis over the 
scandal described by newspapers 
as the biggest since Roh took 
office in February 1988. 


Dien Bien Phu — echoes of another war in another era 


By Chris Peterson 
Reuter 

DIEN BIEN PHU. Vietnam — 
In the dead of night in a remote 
comer of northwest Vietnam, you 
can almost hear the ghosts of 
another war ciy out. 

As moonlight eerily light up 
the rice paddies of Dien Bien 
Phu, the silence is broken by the 
howl of a dog. Nothing else stirs. 

Beneath the glittering, fertile 
rice paddies lie the bodies of 
thousands of Vietnamese and 
French dead, undisturbed since 
the climactic battle of Dien Bien 
Phu 37 years ago. which sounded 
the death knell of French colonial 
hopes and signalled the emerg- 
ence of Communist Vietnam. 

“Phap? (French?)," asked the 
wizened old man of a Western 
visitor in the dusty main street of 
Dien Bien Phu town. 

Asked if he knew about the 
Gulf war, he nodded, and said: 
“War again. It’s very bad. Many 
died here before." Then shaking 
his head he shuffled off. carrying 
a scrawny chicken and a bundle 
of vegetables to the market. 

Few outsiders visit Dien Bien 
Phu these days. Tucked away in 
the northwest corner of Vietnam,. 
Ihe heart-shaped valley is a scant 


16 kilometres from the bord er with 
Laos, and some 300 kilometres 
west of the capital Hanoi. 

There is no air service, the 
town has electricity for only three 
hours a night, and there are no 
telephones^ The only road to the 
region is little better than a rough 
track;- crawling over Pha Dinh 
Pass before dropping into the 
valley. 

The present town sprang up in 
1960 the Hanoi government of 
what was then North Vietnam 
encouraged ethnic Vietnamese 
from the poorer coastal towns of 
Vinh and Thanh Hoa to settle 
here. 

“When we first came here in 
1960 it was desolate. We built this 
place. At night we could hear 
tigers and bears shuffling around, 
and in the morning there would 
be their tracks in the dew,” said a 
woman in her 60s who runs a 
small cafe selling Pho. the tradi- 
tional Vietnamese noodle soup. 

To rhe south of Dien Bien Phu 
Valley lies the small village of 
Ban Yen. its stilted wooden 
houses home to several hundred 
members of Vietnam's Black 
Thai ethnic minority. 

During the afternoon, only 
children and women can- be seen.* 
The men are in the hills, hunting 


a variety of animals for the com- 
munal pot with crossbows and 
ancient flintlock rifles. 

An old lady of 75, wearing the 
traditional embroidered head- 
dress of the Black Thai, served 
bitter tea and sour starfruit and 
cast her mind back to the battle 
which ended in victory over the 
French for the Viet Mirth forces 
of General Vo Nguyen Giap on 
May 7, 1954. 

“I didn’t know what the fight- 
ing was for. Why did they come? 
It was so peaceful. My brother 
was killed when the French bom- 
bers came. We fled here to the 
hills and the forests. Xt was scary. 
But it was long ago. There are 
many, many dead in the fields 
over there,” she said. 

“Foreigners don’t come here 
now,” she added. 

The valley is still littered with 
the rusting debris of war — 
French tanks and artillery pieces 
lie where they were abandoned, 
and many French bunkers and 
command posts are exposed. 

No one konws for sure how 
many sodiers lie where they fell in 
the fields and bunkers of Dien 
Bien Phu. 

Statistics are scarce, but Ber- 
nard Fall, respected French-born 
historian and anther of The Siege 
of Dien Bien Phu — Hell In A. 


Very Small Place, reckoned vir- 
tually all 15,000 men of the 
French garrison were killed, 
wounded or taken prisoner. 

Viet Minh losses are put at 
25,000 killed or wounded. Local 
military officials would not say 
how many Viet Minh died. 

According to Fall, there are 
about 3,000 French and 7,000 
Viet Minh soldiers beneath the 
paddies. 

Joint Franco-Vietnamese 
efforts to trace the remains came 
to an abrupt -halt in 1955 when 
Ngo Dinh Diem, then president 
of South Vietnam, refused to 
allow North Vietnamese teams to 
search in the South. 

But two memorials to the dead 
of Dien Bien Phu exist. 

For the Vietnamese dead, a 
carefully-tended cemetery con- 
taining some 600 graves lies in the 
shadow of the French strongpoint 
Etone 2 , which cost the attackers 
hundreds of casualties before it 
was overwhelmed. 

For the French dead, a simple 
wicrete dab dated 1984 lies £ a 
fie ! d u ”® a £ bunker of the van- 
qUBbed French commander, Bri- 
g£* r Gawd Christian Marie 
dc 13 Croix de Cas- 
“to the officers 

0f fte Frencb army 
killed at Dien Bien Phu." 


Snow in the Sahara ^ 

ALGIERS (R) — Snow has 
in Algeria’s Sahara Desert ftv : 
first time in more than 30 yeass£% | 
Algerian television has repooedp 
It showed expanses of snowg^ 
covered sand and dramatic con^o- 
trasts of snowy rocks rising behind^, 
dunes and palm oases in the re^ 
don‘ of Bechar, 965 kilometres J 
southwest of Algiers. Heavy snow^T 
has covered mountains of north-^ 

em Algeria during the coldest ’ 
winter in several years. .-JJT 

Actor released & 

from hospital 

LOS ANGELES (R) — American 
film star Kirk Douglas was 
leased from hospital Monday, five*/" 
days after be was injured in a/- 
mid-air collision between a helK'— , 
copter and a stunt plane, a hospit-C^: ; 
at spokesman said. “Douglas had.;/ 
a cut on his scalp and a few bruises/, 
and scrapes. Other than that, he is / 
in good condition and has mended -■< 
well,” Cedars Sinai Hospital 
spokesman Ron Wise said. Doug- 
las, 72, pilot Noel Blanc, son of:: 
cartoon voice expert Mel Blanc. . 
and off-duty policeman Michael : 
Carra were 40 feet (12 metres) ofSt 
the ground in a Bell 206 helieopte/^ 
when it collided with a two-seater- 7 
Pitts Special stunt biplane near . 
Santa Paula, California, about 50 '' 
kilometres northwest' of Los ; 
Angeles. Pilot Lee Maneloki and 
his student, David Tomlinson. 18, / 
in the stunt plane, were killed. 
Carra had minor injuries and 
Blanc is in hospital with serious 
injuries. 

TV debates cause 
family rows 

MOSCOW — Soviet deputies are 
being urged to halt the televising 
of their parliamentary debates on 
the grounds that they cause fu- 
rious family quarrels. A long- 1 ” 
suffering viewer from the northern ' 
Russian textile city of Ivanovo- ' 
complained in a letter distributed; - 
in parliament that the lensKr’' 
broadcasts brought him into a-" 
pute -with his wife. “My wife Be- , 
* fends democrats, ' I defend con- i 
.servatives and after some prog-: j 
rammes on the radio or television:' 
we quarrel to the point of insulting 
one another." said the writers^ 
whose name was given only asj* 
Savichev. “The country has 
turned into a madhouse and a ; 
cuckoo’s nest." he. added, The. . 
letter to Marshal Sergei 
Akhroraeyev, a military adviser to 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, was 
circulated among deputies at the 
Supreme Soviet or parliament, 
which gathered for a new session - 
expected to last four months. ' 

Paris customs 

left with time m 

on their hands ■’ 

PARIS (R) — Customs officers - 
who tightened up security mea- 
sures at French airports during the 
Gulf crisis have been left with 
22,174 fake Cartier warches on j 
their hands. The customs service ; 
.said the counterfeit Cartiers, all - - 
made in Hong Kong, were picked. . 
up in the last two weeks by X-ray 
machines used to screen passen- . 
gers’ luggage at Paris’s Charles De ? 
Gaulle Airport. They were hidden 
in trunks bound for Cameroun, 1 
Benin and Togo, labelled as con- 
tabling sewing machines. ™ 

Actor picks up an 
honorary doctor 
degree 

ABILENE, Texas (AP) — Chari- 
ton Heston picked up an honor- - 
ary doctor of fine degree and - i 
amused the crowd by wearing the 
academic hood backward. 
Abilene Christian University - 
(ACU) President William J. .. 
Teague presentd the honour dur- > 
mg a private dinner Saturday at^- 
the Abilene Civic Centre, during 
which Heston, known for roles. in...£-~ 
films on Biblical themes, read' 
selections from the Old Testa- M 
ment Book of Exodus. When be/4 
put on the hood — a fold of cloth£ ^ 
worn over the back of a scholarly -3 *' 
robe to inidicate the earning ofia 
degree — backward, the audi-; ;, 
ence began to snicker and ACU 
Board Chairman H. Lynn Packer-"/ 
quipped, “that’s OK. You csrnti 
war it as a bib or a hood.^ v 
Heston responded, “one thing iv 
should know how to do is wedr - 
funny suits." The actor began- ■ 
developing a relationship with/ 
ACU in 1988 when he was asked".' 
to speak at the university. In 1985 ' 
his wife, photographer Lydia “ 
Clarke, exhibited works inv - - 
ACU"s Shore Art Gallery, sfe 
was . honoured Saturday with'ja'^l 
certificate of appreciation from: k- 
toc university. He is known m^X 
joies in films such as The 

Commandments-Ben Hnr, for;:^- 

wh‘ch he won the btsNacfofe; 
Oscar for 1959- and The Aeohx^ 

■ And The Ecstasy. ... XJX-' 1 ; 


_ 


